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FADE | N:
| NT. KITCHEN - DAY 1

A bl ack and white CAT is perched on the kitchen counter
pawi ng at a fishbow with a dead GOLDFI SH fl oating on the
surface of the water. The fishbow is slightly out of view
behi nd a stack of cookbooks.

| NT. FRONT FOYER - DAY 2

SOPHI E, 19, groggily wal ks through the front door dressed in
Ni ke Dry-Fit shorts, a Glford H gh School soccer

sweatshirt, and md-calf socks with Birkenstocks. A BLACK
LAB bounds toward the door to greet her.

| NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Sophi e nakes her way to the pantry and grabs the dog food. A
CGERMAN SHEPARD M X joins the black |lab to excitedly await
breakfast. A checklist on the counter reads DOGS, CAT,

GUI NEA PI G LI ZARD

SOPHI E
One nore day... Okay, puppies! Sit,
M dni ght! Sit!

Sophi e conmands the dogs until they obey. She sets the bow
down and noves to retrieve the cat food out of the fridge.

SOPHI E
Aliel Alie?

The cat is too occupied with the fish. Sophie notices his
bl ack tail poking out from behind the cookbooks.

Sophi e noves toward the odd scene. As she peeks her head
behi nd the books, O lie junps back and scanpers out of the
room She inmediately sees the fish’s linp, |ifeless body.

SOPHI E
Shit.

Her eyes dart around the room thinking about what to do
next. A poorly drawn picture done by the famly's 6-year-old
boy sits next to the fishbowl depicting himand the fish
with a heart around them "Nenp and Me!" it reads. The fish
in the drawing has a distinctly smaller right fin.

SOPHI E
Shit.



I NT. CAR - DAY 4

Sophi e stares ahead, Nenp floats in a Ziploc bag filled with
water in the passenger seat.

She picks up her phone and searches "pet stores near ne."
Three results show up and she plugs the first |ocation into
Googl e Maps and turns up the radio.

EXT. G LFORD PET STORE - DAY 5

Sophie pulls up, gets out of the car, fish in her hand, and
stands outside of the |arge w ndow di splaying cats, dogs,
and bunni es. She confidently strides to the door but stops
hersel f before opening it.

She | ooks at the fish for a few seconds before nodding to
hersel f, taking a deep breath and wal ki ng in.

I NT. G LFORD PET STORE - DAY 6

The BELL attached to the door RINGS and a femal e EMPLOYEE,
m d- 60s with bushy brown hair and gl asses resting on her
porky nose with a nanetag that reads "Terry", is |ooking
down at today’s newspaper crossword, totally unbothered by
Sophi e’ s presence.

Sophie slowy makes her way to the front desk, making subtle
movenents and waiting for Terry to notice her. The wonman
| ooks up and cocks her eyebrow.

TERRY
Can | help you?

SOPHI E
Un. yeah. So | have this fish

She hol ds up the Ziploc bag.

TERRY
No refunds for dead fish. Things
di e.

Terry goes back to working on her crossword.

SCPHI E
No, no I'"mnot trying to return it.
So, I'mpet sitting for this famly
and | didn’'t notice the fish tank
this whol e week because it was
hi dden and they didn’t wite down
that they even had a fish so now
it’s dead and they’ re com ng hone
tomorrow and | need anot her one.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

Terry is still | ooking down, not actually listening to
Sophie’s story.
TERRY
Ckay, the goldfish are on the back

wal | .
Terry points to the back without lifting her eyes.

SOPHI E
Vell, so this fish has this tiny
fin and the kid knows about it so |
can’t just pick up any fish. He's
already a nightmare child and I can
al ready i magi ne the nonunent al
tantrumhe’ d --

Terry | ooks up, annoyed and stern.

TERRY
You can go to the back and | ook for
an oddly finned fish. Cone find ne
when you want nme to fish it out for
you.

Terry realizes the pun she nade and breaks character to |et
out a snmall giggle, but catches herself and i nedi ately goes
back to bei ng crabby.

SOPHI E
Ch. . kay then.

Sophi e noves to the back wall and starts studying the ten
col ossal gol dfish tanks. Al of the fish | ook the exact
same. She gets on her knees to get a closer |ook at the
bottom tank and holds up the Ziploc bag to conpare the other
fish to Neno.

SOPHI E
Wiy did you have to be different,
Neno?

TERRY( O. S)

Can you quiet dowmn? | need to
concentrate.

Sophi e gives an uni npressed | ook to the ol der woman.



I NT. G LFORD PET STORE - AN HOUR LATER 7

Sophie is studying the final fish tank. The Zi ploc bag is on
the floor next to her and she glances fromthe tank to the
bag, conparing the fish. Terry watches anused as she taps
her long fingernails on the counter.

SOPHI E
Is this all you have in stock?

TERRY
Even if we had nore |’ m sure none
of them would match the runt.

Sophi e stands up, defeated, and noves towards the door.

TERRY ( CALLI NG AFTER HER)
Okay, well you could at |east buy a

EXT. G LFORD PET STORE - DAY 8

Sophi e pulls out her phone as she wal ks away fromthe pet

store and queues up the next location in Google Maps. She

whi ps the car door open, throws the Ziploc bag back on the
passenger seat and drives off.

I NT. PETS R US - DAY 9

Sophi e pushes the door open and nakes a beeline for the
counter. TOMWY, 16, junps up fromhis slouching position at
the counter and plasters on a bright grin. Unfashionable
wire-rimed glasses sit on the edge of his pinply nose and
he’s swnmmng in his enpl oyee pol o.

TOMMWY
VWl cone to Pets R Us! |’ m Tonmy,
how can | assist you today?

He’'s clearly rehearsed this bit.
SOPHI E
H, um.. long story short | need
to find a goldfish that | ooks
exactly like this one.

She gestures to the Ziploc bag, Tommy junps back a little
bit at the sight of the pale, floating fish.

TOMWY
Oh boy! How d you kill it?

Sophi e ignores his boyish excitenent.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 5.

SOPHI E
Do you know if you have a fish with
a weird small fin?

TOMW
Not that | know of, but how about a
ni ce hanster? W’ ve got a new
litter and they' re so cute and fun!
They' re perfect for any...

Tomry | ooks down at an index card taped to the counter.

TOVMY ( CONT’ D)
... Famly wth young kids! O old
ki ds. Honestly, any kids can enjoy
a hanster. Adults too! Hansters
don’t discrim nate.

He breathes out a sigh of relief.

SOPHI E
That’s nice, but I"'mreally just
| ooking for a fish that |ooks Iike
t hi s one.

TOMWY
Hm .. | can help you |l ook! | don’t
know a great deal about gol dfi sh,
but you know what | do know about ?

SOPHI E
Hanst er s?

TOMWY
Yes! So this new litter is a mx of
Syrian and Si berian hansters, don’'t
ask ne how that happened, though.
Those creatures are just wld!

Tomy’ s voi ce drowns out as they wal k over to the gol dfish
di spl ay.

EXT. PETS R US - DAY 10

Tomy spastically waves out the door as Sophie wal ks away
sans a new goldfish. Her face is expressionless and
exhausted after enduring Tomy’ s never-endi ng chatter.

TOMW
Good | uck! Sorry we couldn’t find
anot her Neno, but thanks for
keepi ng nme conpany for two hours!
hope to see you back at Pets R Us

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 6.

TOVMMY (cont’ d)
real soon! Be sure to tell your
friends and fam |y about our
fabul ous sel ection of hansters!

| NT. SOPHI E CAR - DAY 11

Sophie silently stares ahead while driving. She keeps
gl anci ng over at Nenp. Sophie screans in frustration and
gets cut off by:

I NT. TRI - STATE PETS - DAY 12

Sophi e hal fheartedly opens the door with a scow. She’s
i mredi ately net by DAVE, 39, a plunp, balding man. He
addresses her before she can plaster on a | ook of
friendliness.

DAVE
Hey there! Looking for sonething?

SOPHI E
Unhh... yeah actually --

Her face falls when she spots her ex-boyfriend, CAM 20,
sporting the usual tall-dark-handsonme script, sharing his
winning smle with another custoner |ooking at iguanas.

Sophi e ducks into the closest aisle, out of Canmis sight.
Dave foll ows.

DAVE

Is that a dead fish you got there?
SOPHI E

Yeah, it’s a long story... Do you

think we could find one that | ooks
exactly like this little guy?

Sophi e cranes her neck to peer over the aisle display to
make sure Camisn’'t comng this way.

DAVE
Except alive, right?

SOPHI E
Yes?

DAVE

Weird fin and all?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

SOPHI E
How did you --

Dave is very serious.

DAVE
|’ve seen it all. Cone here.

Dave begins to stride over to the goldfish tanks, he’s on a
m ssion. Cam cones out fromthe back roomwith a rag and
noves toward the fishtanks.

Sophi e grabs Dave’s armand |eads himinto a different aisle
to avoid Cam

SOPHI E
Ww These dog toys | ook fantastic,
how are the revi ews?

DAVE
Well, funny you should --

Sophi e cuts himoff when she notices that Camis novi ng away
fromthe tanks.

SOPHI E
Oh great! Okay let’s go check out
these fish, | need to get this done
as soon as possi bl e.

She drags himover to the tanks with spastic and urgent
energy.

Dave and Sophie study the tanks, scouring each fish for a
small fin. The BELL on the front door JINGLES.

DAVE
On! Let me go help this famly.
Canmer on?
Sophi e freezes.
SOPHI E

Oh, no don’'t worry | can | ook on ny
own from here.

DAVE
Don’t be silly! You need two pairs
of eyes. Caneron!

m appears fromthe back room He and Sophie | ock eyes. His
j aw cl enches whil e her body shrinks and she | ooks away.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

CAM
Yeah, boss?

TERRY
WIl you help this young |lady find
a fish with a small fin?

Cam whi ps around to go back into the back room

CAM CALLI NG OVER HI S SHOULDER)
Nope.

Dave puts his hand to his chest, taken aback.

DAVE
VWll, soneone’s a tough egg today.
Caneron! | bet you don't want ne

telling your father about this.
Cam turns around.

CAM
Fi ne.

Dave wal ks away to greet the new custoners. Sophie is still
on the ground, red as a tonato.

CAM ( CONT’ D)
Hey.

SOPHI E
Hey, you don’t have to do this I'm
just |ooking at gol dfish.

CAM
s this your excuse for not
answering ny texts?

Sophi e refuses to ook at him she speaks while | ooking at a
t ank.

SOPHI E
| don’t answer because you’' re not
nmy boyfriend anynore.

Camis visibly mffed - clenching his jaw and puffing his
chest.

CAM
So if you won't answer ny texts
because |1’ m not your boyfriend why
did you show up to ny fucking job
| ooking for a fucking gol dfish?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 9.

She | ooks at Cam the long day is testing her nerves.

CAM ( CONT’ D)
Vel | 2

She stands up, grabs the Ziploc bag, and storns away in a
huf f .

SOPHI E
Thank you for your help, Dave.

Dave, who has been watching this out of the corner of his
eye, gives her a confused | ook.

DAVE
Yes, of course, we hope you' ve had
a pl easurabl e experi encel!l

He | ooks over at Cam and tw tches his eye.
| NT. CAR - DUSK 13

Sophi e slouches in the driver’s seat. She | ooks over at Neno
and realizes she is going to have to face the famly
t onor r ow.

She goes to rest her head on the wheel and the HORN GOES
OFF, startling her.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - NI GHT 14

Sophie is pacing on the phone in the living room ranting to
her friend ELI SE

SOPHI E
... So what the hell am | supposed
to say to the kid like, "Al an! How
was Florida? Did you get to swmin
t he ocean? Speaking of sw nming |
killed your fish"? Like, there is
no good way to say it to himor
avoi d tal king about it because |
can already see himasking if Nenp
m ssed himbut, like, fish don't
m ss peopl e, kid!

She stops pacing.

SOPHI E ( CONT’ D)
Dude, are you even listening to ne?

Eli se’s voice crackles through the receiver.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 10.

ELISE (V. Q)
Mim yeah. Sounds like... really
t ough.
SOPHI E
kay, did | nmention that | forgot
that Camstill works at that place?
ELI SE (V. Q)

Ch yeah? Geat...
There’s a faint giggle on the end of the |ine.

SOPHI E
Ch ny god, are you with Sam ri ght
now? Did he hear all of this?

ELISE (V. Q)
| " msorry, Soph! You just called
and started ranting so | wasn’t
just going to hang up!

Sophie rolls her eyes, closes them and takes in a big
br eat h.

SOPHI E
Hope you’'re having fun with Sam
t hen!

She i mredi ately hangs up the phone and runs her fingers
t hrough her hair, exasperated.

There’s a KNOCK at the door.
| NT. FRONT FOYER - NI GHT 15

Cam awkwardly shifts back and forth in the doorway with a
goldfish in a plastic bag.

Sophi e is skeptical.

SOPHI E
... So your boss told you off for
your behavi or and because of that,
you' re here to deliver a fish

CAM
| mean | cane here on ny owmn to --

SOPHI E
Save your own ass. You don’t have
to say that you care about this
cause or anything.

( CONTI NUED)
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11.

SOPHI E ( CONT’ D)
Sorry, that was nean |’ mjust
frustrated with this stupid fish
thing and you and... wait how were
you able to find a fish with a
smal | fin?

CAM
| wasn’t, those aren’t like a
thing, it just happens to sone of
t hem because of underdevel opnent or
sonething. | don’t know, Dave’s
read a book about it.

sheepi shly | augh.

CAM ( CONT’ D)
| just figured... Alan’s l|iKke,
five, right?

SOPHI E
Si x.

CAM

Ah, that changes everyt hing.
Anyway, he’s six, he’s not a fish
anatony expert. You could just tell
himthat fins can grow | i ke he had
alittle growth spurt over the
weekend or sonet hi ng.

Sophi e | ooks at hi m dunbf ounded and | eans all of her body

wei ght on
heel s.

the doorfrane. Camrocks back and forth on his

SOPHI E
You’' re ki dding ne.

CAM
Ckay, sorry that was a stupid idea.

SOPHI E
No.

She groans.

SOPHI E ( CONT’ D)
That’ s geni us.

She lets out an exhausted | augh. He sheepishly joins in.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 12.

CAM
Alright, well, glad I could help
out. Here's fish 2.0.

SOPHI E
Nermo 2. 0.
CAM
Ah, Neno. Very original!
Sophi e responds with a small eye-roll. The two stand
awkwar dly faci ng each other, not know ng what to do next.
CAM
Vell, | guess I'll head out then.
Hope Neno 2.0 adjusts well to his
new horme.
SOPHI E
Oh, I"'msure he'll love it. Thanks,
Cam
CAM
Don't worry about it, I'll see ya.

Sophie sighs in relief as he wal ks away. She cl oses the
front door and | eans against it, staring at the new fish in
her hands.

Sophi e pulls out her phone and plugs a contact: "DON T DRUNK
CALL". She types:

"Hey, thanks again. | really

appreci ate your help :)"

She bites her tongue, shakes her head, and del etes the
nmessage.

I NT. KITCHEN - NI GHT 16
Sophi e pours the plastic bag - fish and all - into the old
fish tank. The fish springs to life and explores his tiny
sanctuary.

M dni ght, the black | ab, cones up behind her and starts
pawi ng her | eg.

SOPHI E
Ah, sorry.

She collects the other animals’ dinners and gets them
settled. Finally, she gets around to feeding Neno.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 13.

She opens the lid of the fish food container and turns it
over the fishbowl . Nothing conmes out. She shakes it a little
nore to shift the food, maybe it’s stuck. Nothing comes out.
She takes off the shaker lid, ready to just dunp whatever’s
in the container into the tank. She | ooks inside to see
what’s wong. It’'s enpty.

SOPHI E
You’ ve got to be shitting ne.

CUT TO BLACK



