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FADE | N:
I NT. MAYA' S BEDROOM - EARLY MORNI NG

Blaring '90s rock nusic. Art supplies are scattered across
the floor. Picture franes with Maya as a young girl with her
not her are neticul ously placed around the room

A diorama of dopamne’s synthesis is in the center of the
desk. Research dissertations with the author TRUDY O BRI EN
(44) are are piled in front of the dopam ne nodel.

MAYA (18), wearing a thrifted suit and a nmessy ponytail,
finishes getting ready.

MAYA
(utters to herself)
Post er ?
(beat)
Check. Di oram?

Maya counts three pieces.

MAYA ( CONT’ D)
Tyrosi ne, L-Dopa,
(beat)
dopam ne. Check. Inhaler?

Maya | ooks all over and in her pant’s pockets. She spots the
| NHALER in a snmall bag.

MAYA ( CONT' D)
Check. Now if | could just find ny
phone. .

UPSTAI RS - HOVE OFFI CE

GREG (45), with tired eyes and a stern face, is paying
bills. Hs office is stale and | ooks just as depressed as he
is. He has scruff and is wearing paj anas.

UPSTAI RS - MAYA' S BEDROOM
Maya finds her Motorola RAZR in the bag with the inhaler and

checks the tinme. She grabs the poster, the bag and the
TYROSI NE and L- DOPA nodel s.



UPSTARI RS - HALLWAY

Maya creeps by the office.

DOMSTAI RS - ENTRYWAY

Maya puts on her RED CONVERSE and runs out the door.

EXT. CONFERENCE BUI LDI NG - DAY

Maya clunsily holds the diorana and poster in her hands as
she wal ks to the conference building. Oher STUDENTS are
with their parents.

| NT. CONFERENCE BUI LDI NG - ENTRANCE - DAY

The main display area is crowded and stuffy.

Maya | ooks around nervously for the registration table. A
SIGN points up the stairs.

Maya wal ks up stairs to the..
SECOND FLOOR

...And trips and falls. The dioranma falls with her and
crumbl es.

Eyes wi de, head down and watery eyes. People are staring and
sonme kids are softly | aughing.

MAYA
(under her breath)
Don't cry, don’t show enotion. Keep
cool . Deep breath.

Maya | ooks up and no one hel ps.

MAYA ( CONT’ D)
Move. | need to nobve now.

Maya picks up the pieces and briskly walks to a small room
CLOSE ON YOUNG MAN

ROBBI E (17), boyish, tall and wearing a suit a size too big,
is holding his project about black holes. If you stare at
Maya and Robbi e | ong enough, you see they have simlar

feat ures.

Robbi e stares at Maya, confused and intrigued.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

ROBBI E
(softly)
Maya?

I NT. SMALL ROOM I N CONFERENCE BUI LDI NG - DAY

Maya curls up in the corner and | ooks at the cover photo on
her phone.

| NSERT - PHONE

A picture of Maya and her nother when Maya was little. Mom
is wearing red converse. They are playing with a Ml ynod
nol ecul e kit.

BACK TO SCENE
KNOCK on door.
Robbi e wal ks i n sheepi shly.
Maya w pes away the tears.
ROBBI E
H, ny nanme is Robbie. I saw you
fell and | thought naybe you could

use sonme extra hands to fix your
diorama in tinme for judging.

Maya doesn’t answer or nake eye contact.

ROBBI E ( CONT’ D)
Are you okay?

Maya nods and sees a hydrogen atomroll towards her.

ROBBI E ( CONT’ D)
| brought sone extra gl ue.

Long Beat.
MAYA
Thanks. | don’t think I can fix
this nmess by nyself.

She takes the GLUE GUN from her bag and Maya and Robbie
begin to put the project back together.

CLOSE ON HYDRGEN MOLECULE
DI SSCLVE TGO
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| NT. HOME OFFI CE - DAY
CLOSE ON CLOCK
Greg glances at the clock on his desk.

GREG
Oh shit.

G eg makes a pile wth the remaining bills and yells.

GREG ( CONT’ D)
Maya, are you ready to go? You're
pi ano | esson starts in fifteen
m nut es.

Greg is confused by the staggering silence.

GREG ( CONT’ D)
Mayal

G eg wal ks to Maya’ s bedroom ..

MAYA' S BEDROOM

to find it enpty and | ooking |like a tornado ran through.

éég I's fum ng.

GREG
This is what she’s been doing with
all of her free tinme. Wiy does she
have to be just like her? I thought
thi s phase was over.

Greg calls Mya.
| NT. SMALL ROOM I N CONFERENCE BUI LDI NG - DAY

Maya hears her phone RING NG The caller IDis Geg. She

doesn’t answer in fear of what her father will say.
Robbi e has a worried | ook.

MAYA
It’s ny father.

ROBBI E
| s he here?

MAYA
No, he would kill nme if he knew I
was doing this conpetition.

CUT TO
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FLASHBACK - SECOND FLOOR OF CONFERENCE BUI LDI NG

SUPER: EARLI ER THI S MORNI NG

From afar at the judge's table, Trudy, wearing gl asses and
red converse, sees soneone fall down. She gets up and runs
over to see what happened but not not close enough where
Maya woul d see her

Trudy sees a young wonman on the stairs who | ooks just I|ike
her. Then she spots the red converse.

TRUDY
Ohny... is it really her?
Trudy watches her son help Maya. She is still stunned that

her daughter, who she hasn’t seen in 11 years, is here.

TRUDY
| wonder if Greg actually decided
to show up.

She | ooks around for Greg but can’t find him
TRUDY ( CONT’ D)
(to hersel f)
Wy am | not surprised.

END FLASHBACK.

SVALL ROOM I N CONFERENCE BUI LDI NG

MAYA
So what are your parents like... |
mean | didn't see anyone with you.

ROBBI E
They're really great. My nomis
actually a judge for the chem stry
section of the conpetition.

MAYA
Real | y?

ROBBI E
She’s extrenely smart and al ways
wears the sanme shoes.
(chuckl es)
Red converse. Just |ike yours
actual ly.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

MAYA
My parents are divorced. Science is
the only thing | have left of ny

not her .
ROBBI E
l"msorry... | didn’'t catch your
nare.
MAYA
Maya.

Robbie smles affirmng his initial gut feeling.

MAYA
This is her.

Maya shows Robbi e the picture on her phone of her and her
not her .

Robbie is stunned to see the wonan in the picture is his
not her, just nuch younger.

MAYA ( CONT’ D)
She was ny best friend.

ROBBI E
VWhere is she now?

MAYA
| don’t know. She never call ed..
or sent a letter.

ROBBI E
| " msorry that she left you... but
| think that your nomis ny nom

Maya, stunned, takes back her phone.

MAYA
What ? What do you nean?

Maya doesn’t know understand what this guy, who she only net
this norning, is tal king about.

ROBBI E
... I think we’re siblings.

Maya can’t say anything and shuts down. She stares at the

dopam ne synthesis nodel with wide eyes and then notices she
forgot one of the nodels.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 7.

MAYA
Did you see the dopam ne nodel
anywher e?

Maya and Robbi e | ook around.

MAYA ( CONT' D)
This is nore than | can handl e. .

| NT. MAYA' S BEDROOM - DAY

Angry that Maya didn’t answer her phone, Geg starts digging
around Maya’'s things. He notices a piece of her project and
picks it up furiously. Then he sees all of the pictures of
his ex-wi fe and screans.

| NT. MAYA' S BEDROOM - DAY

Greg calls Maya again and she finally answers.

GREG

Where the hell are you young | ady?
MAYA (V. Q)

| uh... I, | met ny brother... at

the science fair.
There is silence on both ends.

GREG
Who, you nean Robbi e?

MAYA (V. O)
Wait you knew that | have a
br ot her ?

GREG
Your nother cheated on ne with his
asshole of a father. So yes | know
about that bastard.

I NT. SMALL ROOM I N CONFERENCE BUI LDI NG - DAY

Maya can’'t take all of these blows to the stomach and starts
to have an anxiety attack.

GREG (V. Q)
That is it. You are done with this
nonsense. | amconing to get you

Def eat ed, Maya breaks down crying, shaking and in a feta
position. Her breathing is staggered.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 8.

MAYA
Rob. .. Robbi e, ny inhaler.

Maya points to the bag on the floor. Her eyes w den.

Maya take a deep breath in the inhaler but it’s barely
hel pi ng.

ROBBI E
Hey, you're going to be okay.

Robbie imtates sl ow and steady breat hing.
Maya breat hing cal mns down but she is still crying.
| NT. CONFERENCE BUI LDI NG - ENTRANCE - DAY

Geg stornms in still wearing pajams and asks if they have
seen Maya. Then he runs upstairs...

SECOND FLOOR
...to the registration table.

GREG
Have you checked in Maya O Brien?

The woman at the registration table shakes her head no and
G eg | ooks around.

Greg hears CRYING He wal ks over to a door and |istens.

Trudy sees Greg running around like a rabid dog and foll ows
hi m
SMVALL ROOM | N CONFERENCE BUI LDI NG
MAYA
(utters to herself)
Stop. | need to stop crying.
GREG (O S.)
(angrily)
Maya, are you in there?
Maya | ooks up to the door.
Greg storns in and makes eye contact wi th Robbie.
GREG ( CONT’ D)
Ch great it’s you. Let’s go Maya.
NOW

As Maya grabs her bag, Trudy runs into the room

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

Maya stops in her tracks and drops the bag.

MAYA
Monf
TRUDY
(1 ovingly)
H Mya. .
(straight faced)
G eg.
GREG
Trudy.
(beat)
Did you set this up?
TRUDY
No, I'mjust as surprised as you
are.
GREG
Maya, | can't believe you went
behind ny back |ike this. And
especially for her. I amtired of
all this crap.
(beat)
You happy now Trudy?
TRUDY
GREG

Let’s go Maya. And don’t foll ow or
ever talk to us.

Greg grabs Maya's arm and they exit.
21 | NT. LIVING ROOM - LATE AFTERNOON

GREG
So you net your nother and you have
a brother. Are you satisfied yet?
Does that nean you' Il stop this
nonsense and focus on your coll ege
appl i cations?

MAYA
| | ove science nore than anything.
It’s not that your punishing ne
like this.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

GREG
Now you know why | kept you away
from her. She’s nothing but
trouble. She only cares about
herself. She didn’t even say
goodbye to you. Don’t you get Maya?
She’ s not sone perfect angel that
you pai nt her out to be.

MVAYA
I, I don’t know what | even want
anynore. | don’t even know if |

want to stay here.
Maya grabs a backpack.

MAYA ( CONT' D)
| want to actually get to know her.
That’ s nore than you ever did.

Maya exits the house and Greg is upset and angry that he
| ost yet another wonman in his life.

FADE OUT



