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FADE | N:
EXT. YUAN VI LLAGE- MORNI NG

The sound of a roster crowi ng awakens the snmall Chinese
village. The bright enerald green of the rice fields shinmer
under the rising sun, and the gol den rays reflect

di | api dat ed househol ds. There are distant sounds of village
househol ds starting their norning routines.

I NT. ZHANG S ROOM MORNI NG

ZHANG (16), is a lanky slender Chinese boy who has distinct
tan lines fromworking out in the fields for |ong hours.

Zhang rolls over to his side and focuses on the throughly
worn used high school TEXTBOOKS that |ie on his desk in
front of him He then | ooks past the books with his new
focus on the RICE FARM NG TOOLS that lie in the distance.
Slowy Zhang rises fromhis bed, stretches, and noves past
t he books toward the tools.

I NT. KI TCHEN - MORNI NG

MA (40) stands over the wood fire stove quickly, yet
efficiently cooking breakfast. MAis petite and pretty, yet
her sun beaten face and hunched physi que refl ect her years
of hard manual worKk.

MA
Famly, it is time for breakfast!
We have a | ong day ahead of us!

Zhang and PA (42), a man with sun damaged skin and dom nant
posture, walk into the kitchen and reach for a PLATES. Zhang
hesitates allowng PAto get a plate first. Pa notices this
hesitation yet ignores the gesture.

PA
We have a | ong day ahead of us
Zhang. You better not forget any of
your tools |ike you did yesterday.

LING 14), a young teen with naturally athletic body,
scurries into the kitchen carrying a OLD BACKPACK and
hol di ng a nmessy array of PAPERS

LI NG
Wiy do | even have to go to school ?

MA
Li ng you only have one nore year
before you can start working in the



: MA :
fields and join the famly
busi ness.

LI NG
What’ s the point of even nmaking ne
go? Who cares if | don’t know how
to do | ong division!

Zhang snaps up fromhis food, his face reflecting his
agi tation.

ZHANG
Don't say things |like that Ling. |
woul d do anything to be back at
school .

EXT. HOUSE - MORNI NG

Ling strolls out of the house and starts wal ki ng down the
street toward the school. Young school boys run past him
Wi th urgency not to be late for class.

Zhang and Pa file out of the house next. Carrying various
tools for rice farmng. Pa carries hinself with confidence,
his tools neatly organized and strapped to his back. Zhang
struggles to not only hold the tools but keep up with his
fathers qui ck pace.

EXT. YUAN VI LLAGE- MORNI NG

The village is alive and bustling. Wrking |ike a machine
children wal k to school, wonen sweep and cl ean, and nen wal k
to various levels of the rice terraces, all nethodically and
practi ced.

EXT. VI LLAGE CENTER - MORNI NG

As Zhang strolls past the village center, he notices a new
posting on the Muinicipal Announcenments board. He pauses to
read the new |isting as the nen behind himcontinue to walk
toward the terraces.

" ANNOUNCEMENT: SEEKI NG ANY GRADUATES OF BASI C EDUCATI ON.
UNI TED STATES COLLEGE RECRUI TERS W LL BE ATTENDI NG THE
ANNUAL MUNI CI PAL SCI ENCE COVPETI TI ON. THE COWPETI TI ON W LL
BE HELD THI S FALL."

Pa farther up the road, turns noticing Zhang was no | onger
behi nd him



PA
Zhang we are going to be late for
work, the terraces aren’t going to
farm t hensel ves!

Zhang qui ckly turns, giving one |ast skimof information,
and sprints to catch up with Pa.

EXT. RI CE TERRACES - MORNI NG AFTERNOON

Zhang and Pa work tirelessly in the field. Knees deep in the
mud and their backs bent, Zhang and Pa methodically burrow
seedlings into the nud.

MONTACGE

Zhang and Pa conplete the first |ayer of the terrace. Both
exchange gl ances and wade through the nud toward the road.

Zhang and Pa sit on the side of the road overl ooking rice
farmers on different terraces. Zhang reaches inside his
cargo pockets for his lunch. Pa funbles with his pocket to
pull out his cigarettes and lighter. The pack of cigarettes
Is danp and destroyed.

PA
Wy is it so difficult to keep ny
cigarettes dry.

Pa reaches for the lone dry cigarette and lights it.

ZHANG
It’s because the container is not
wat er resistant Pa. The paper
wr appi ng becones saturated with
wat er and sweat from work.

PA
Sat urated? Here you go again with
t hose big school words.

Zhang pauses as Pa takes a drag fromhis cigarette.

ZHANG
Pa, | noticed today there was an
announcenent for the annual science
fair. Can you believe that US
coll eges are conming to judge?

PA
| think thats a bunch of nonsense.
What’s the point? Qur village is
perfectly fine the way it is. W



P
don’t need no foreigners comng in
trying to take our sons to learn
nonsense in a book!

ZHANG
Pa there is so nuch nore than just
books when | earning, its about
experiences! |nnovation!

PA
Son get your head out of the
cl ouds. W have everythi ng we need
here. You have the honor of
carrying the famly business. You
know Li ng understands. He is eager
to join us in the fields.

Zhang | ooks down and finishes his neal. Pa notions for them
to return to work.

EXT. YUAN VI LLAGE- DUSK

Exhaust ed and worn, the villagers slowy nmeander back from
the rice terraces toward their hones. In the crowd of

wor kers Zhang wal ks next to Pa. He then notices various

pi eces of trash rolling on the road. He slows down to pick
vari ous pieces of plastic waste.

I NT. KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Ling sits at the table | ooking over his science textbook
whil e Ma cooks dinner. Pa and Zhang enter the kitchen,
muddy, tired, and expressionless.

Pa and Zhang sit down at the table, both exhale
si mul t aneousl y.

PA
This time next year work will be
easier with Ling hel ping us.

Ma places the |large rice bow and cooked neat on the table.

LI NG
Pa, Ma, let ne just quit now.
Theres no point in nme |earning
about... procarrots.

Ling reaches for neat and rice, and hands the serving
utensil to Zhang.



ZHANG
(exhal es) Ling you nean
pr okaryot es.

LI NG
See! Theres no point.

VA
Li ng you need to stay in school.
Its governnment requirenent you nmake
it through basic education. Now eat
up and finish your reading its late
and we all need rest.

I NT. ZHANG S ROOM NI GHT

Zhang sits at his desk | ooking down at all the plastic he
collected fromthe day. He reaches for a box under his desk
that contains various pieces of trash. He |l eans over his
desk and works on an unknown project.

I NT. ZHANG S ROOM MORNI NG

Zhang’s bed is enpty and Zhang is slunped over on his desk.
The sound of the rooster crow jolts himawake and he
abruptly sits up, plastic pieces stuck to his face.

He quickly pulls the pieces off, shoving all materials back
into the box and places it underneath the desk.

I NT. KI TCHEN - MORNI NG

Zhang stunbles into the kitchen to find the famly already
well into the norning routine. Ma has a broomand is
sweeping the kitchen floor. Pa sits md way through eating
his breakfast. Ling sits across from Pa | ooking at his
science textbook with a confused expression.

MA
Zhang hurry and eat your breakfast.
W can’t afford for you and Pa to
be | ate agai n.

Pa gl ances up at fromhis neal pausing to | ook at Zhang
rubbi ng sl eep fromhis eyes.

PA
Zhang you |l ook terrible. Were you
up late last night?

Zhang qui ckly snaps to attention.



ZHANG
No father. | was just up reading.

Zhang reaches for a bow and fills it with food.

PA
Readi ng? Wy?
ZHANG
No reason, | just enjoy reading.

Zhang | ooks down to avoid eye contact with Pa. Zhang begins
eating his food.

PA
Zhang you need to focus on your
heal th and our work. As the ancient
proverb goes "Dig the well before
you are thirsty".

EXT. YUAN VI LLAGE- MORNI NG

Pa and Zhang wal k down the dirt road toward the rice
terrace. School children run past themin the opposite
direction. Pa occasionally waves and acknow edges vill agers
as he passes. Zhang gl ances up as he passes the village
center to see the poster on the bulletin.

EXT. RI CE TERRACES - MORNI NG AFTERNOON
(Mont age)
Pa and Zhang nethodically burrow seeds into the ground.

Zhang uses tools to formand build the nud walls of the
terrace.

Pa takes a cigarette breaks. He | ooks into the box
frustrated as he sees half of the cigarettes danmp or ruined.

EXT. YUAN VI LLAGE- DUSK
Pa and Zhang wal k back down the dirt road. A piece of trash

rolls toward themlike a tunbl eweed in a Texas desert. Zhang
reaches down to pick it up.

PA
Why are you picking that up, the
trash workers will collect it

| ater.



ZHANG
| just thought it would be easier
to bring it hone.

Pa huffs and continues wal ki ng. Zhang pl aces the trash in
hi s pocket.

I NT. ZHANG S ROOM NI GHT

Zhang sits at his desk cutting different pieces of plastic
trash into uniform sizes and shapes. He holds a square
object toward the |ight and grins. He places the object and
mat erials back into the box and clinbs into bed.

I NT. ZHANG S ROOM MORNI NG

Zhang is awake at his desk working on his project. Spread on
his desk are the ol d high school textbooks and vari ous
squares of plastic frombottles, bags, and contai ners. The
sound of a rooster crows.

Zhang stands and grabs his materials noving | eaving his room
and the materials on the desk.

I NT. KI TCHEN - MORNI NG

Zhang is first in the kitchen. Zhang begi ns putting out
pl ates and bows. Ma enters the kitchen.

VA
You' re up early Zhang and energi zed
| see!

Zhang hands Ma the cooking bows. Ma |ights the wood stove.

ZHANG
Yes Ma, | was up early reading ny
hi gh school textbooks.

Ma pauses and | ooks at Zhang.

VA
Zhang. Do you know why we are rice
farmers?

Zhang puts down the bow s and sighs

ZHANG
Because your father was a farner,
Pa’s father was a farner, and the
| ob goes generati ons back.

Wth a firmexpression on Ma’'s face she turns her body
toward Zhang.



MA
This rice field has been supporting
our famly for three generations
now. It was given to ny
grandparents during the comuni st
era. It is both yours and Ling s
destiny to carry the tradition of
farm ng. Zhang you get too carried
away W th dreans of education when
inreality all we need to survive
is already here.

Pa and Ling enter the kitchen and sit at the table. Ma turns
back to cooki ng and Zhang goes to a bin that holds utensils.

LI NG
Ww breakfast is already bei ng made
and the table is set. Zhang maybe
you should quit farm ng and becone
a waiter.

Pa, Ma, Ling, and Zhang chuckle. Ma places the food pl ates
on the table. Zhang hands out utensils to each famly
menber .

EXT. RI CE TERRACES - MORNI NG AFTERNOON

Pa and Zhang sit on the road overlooking the rice terraces.
Zhang takes out his lunch and begins eating. Pa takes out
his cigarettes and frustrated he renoves three soggy ones.

ZHANG
Pa, | think I have a solution to
your cigarette issue.

Pa starts to light his cigarette.

PA
What kind of sol ution Zhang.

ZHANG
What if you put the cigarettes in a
pl asti c contai ner?

Pa takes a drag of the cigarette w thout physical
acknow edgrment of Zhang' s proposition.

PA
Whats the point? | am not spending
our hard earned noney on a fancy
cigarette hol der.

Zhang takes a bite of his food, and | ooks off to the workers
bel ow.



I NT. ZHANG S ROOM NI GHT

Zhang is covered fromthe knee down in nud. Zhang wal ks into
his roomto find..

Ma standi ng over his desk |ooking at his project.

MA
So this is what has been keeping
you up |l ate and having you get up
early.

Zhang stands shocked and hesitantly steps forward.

ZHANG
Ma its not what it | ooks |ike.

VA
Way are you wasting your tinme with
t hi s nonsense!

ZHANG
What does it nmatter? | amstil
working in the fields!

Pa enters the room

PA
VWhat is all the commpti on about ?

Pa | ooks between Zhang and Ma. Pa then notices the science
mat eri al .

PA

What in the world is this?
ZHANG

Not hi ng | was just studyi ng past

r eadi ngs.
Pa picks up the square plastic object.

PA
Is this for that silly conpetition
inthe fall! I told you that it was
poi ntl ess, worthless, and silly.

ZHANG
Pa, what does it hurt to apply? It
does’t affect you it doesn’t affect
the famly?



10.

MA
Doesn’t hurt the famly? If you
aren’'t focused, if you are busy
dream ng about education then you
aren’t working the best you can!

Pa angrily places the object in his cargo pocket, grabs the
box of materials and storns out of the room

ZHANG
Where are you taking that?

Zhang starts to go after Pa but Ma gives a stern |look to
stay put.

Ma | eaves the roomw th Zhang standi ng speechl ess and
def eat ed.

Anger ed Zhang takes his textbooks and throws themin the
trash.

I NT. KITCHEN - NI GHT

Pa sits at the kitchen | ooking at the materials and object.
Pa toys with the object in his hand. The object is square
and fits perfectly in his palm The object is conprised of
| ayers of fine cut plastic.

Pa opens the flap of it and notices that it is conparable in
Size to a cigarette pack. Pa reaches into his pocket and
renoves a danaged enpty cigarette pack. Pa aligns the sizes
next to each other. Pa sighs and places the object and the
enpty cigarette pack in his pocket.

| NT. CONVEN ENCE STORE - MORNI NG

Pa enters the convenience store. The store is old and has
sparse itenms, it is poorly lit and majority of the store is
it fromnatural |ight pouring in through the front w ndows.

BOLIN (47), skinny build and receding hairline, stands at
the front counter wearing a |l ess than clean uniform and nane
t ag.

BOLI N
Good norning! Already back for
anot her pack?

Bolin gestures to the wall of Cl GARETTES behi nd him

PA
Morni ng Bolin. Yes, back again.
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BOLI N
Tao just came in earlier said he's
goi ng through packs a week. He went
on about them getting wet or soggy
or sonet hing. Anyway, would you
I i ke anot her pack of HaoMao?

Pa | ooks at the wall of cigarette brands and prices. The
HAOVAO pack of cigarettes has the price of "15RVB"

PA
Wth all the cigarettes | waste at
wor k, do you have a cheaper brand I
can try?

Bolin turns around and i medi ately picks up one of the packs
on the | ower rows.

BOLI N
O course! W actually have a dea
on YuXi for 9RMB.

Pa nods. Bolin hands himthe pack. Pa reaches inside his
pocket and pulls out crunpled MONEY and the object. Pa hands
Bolin the crunpled noney and opens pack of cigarettes.

Pa sets the opened pack of cigarettes on the counter. Pa

pi cks up the object and with his free hand begi ns renovi ng
cigarettes fromthe open pack and placing themneatly in the
obj ect .

BOLI N
Ww, thats one nifty creation you
got there. Is there anything nore
to it than for show?

PA
My son, Zhang, made it. | think its
suppose to hold cigarettes.

Bolin nods and grins.

BOLI N
Well tell Zhang he better not be
handi ng those out left and right.
Cigarettes are nost of ny entire
busi ness after all!

Pa chuckl es, puts the object back in his pocket and | eaves
the store.
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| NT. KI TCHEN - MORNI NG

Ling sits at the kitchen table doodling on a piece of paper.
A untouched textbook sits on the table across fromhim

W t hi n hands reach. Zhang lethargically enters the kitchen
and | ooks around.

LI NG
Zhang! Just the brother I was
| ooking for! WIIl you help ne with
nmy mat h homewor k?

ZHANG
" mnot in the nood.

LI NG
Pl ease! | am barely passing science
and I’mon the cusp for math.

ZHANG
Why? Whats the point. Just |ike you
said you' Il be working in the

fields.

Li ng becones increasingly defensive, his face turning from
pl ayful to angry.

LI NG
Zhang so what. | still need to
pass. I'’mnot trying to stay stuck

in this forever.

ZHANG
It’s not difficult stuff. Wiy don’t
you stop being lazy with school and
read for once.

Pa slowy enters the kitchen. Hesitant after over hearing
bits of the conversation. Both Ling and Zhang have not
noticed Pa’'s entry as they are too involved in the argunent.

LI NG
| spend ny tinme doing what | |ike,
whi ch happens to be working out.
don’t pretend | don’t notice you
al ways hi di ng around wor ki ng on
sone project.

Ling hit a nerve in Zhang. Zhang' s face fills with anger.
ZHANG

Ling, heres a quick life |lesson for
you. We all have to do things we
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ZHANG .
dont want to do in life. At |east

yours is tenporary.

Zhang turns to | eave the room Zhang notices his father
standing in the doorway, he |ooks down, and stornms past him

EXT. RI CE TERRACES - AFTERNOON

Zhang and Pa work silently. Zhang quickly places seeds in
the ground and noves to the next task. He is nethodical and
rhythmc in his work. Pa stops working watching Zhang worKk.

PA
Zhang. Its tinme for a |lunch break.

Zhang pauses gathers his tools and wal ks past Pa w thout a
gl ance.

Pa and Zhang sit on the road overl ooking the rice terrace.
Pa reaches inside his pocket and pulls out the object. Pa
opens the box and inside the cigarettes are perfectly
intact, unaffected by the water of the fields.

PA
Zhang. | amsorry. You are a bright
young man. Ling will be able to

continue the business with ne.
Pa reaches into his other pocket and pulls out trash.

PA
| saw these pieces on the way to
wor k t oday.

Zhang slowy begins to grin and neets eyes with Pa. Pa
offers his hand with the trash. Zhang and Pa shake hands
exchangi ng the trash.

FADE TO BLACK



