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FADE I N
| NT. BROADCAST STUDI O - DAY 1

The Channel 4 News logo and jingle ring-in the norning. The
set is hone-y but artificial. Bright Iights shine down on
BONNI E DEEGAN and GORDON MERI WVEATHER who have feigned grins
pl astered on their faces.

BONNI E DEEGAN
Good norning, New York City. As
al ways, |’ m Bonni e Deegan.

CUrT 10O
| NT. HALLWAY - DAY 2

JACK ADKINS (late 20s, handsome and charismatic) powerfully
gl i des down the hallway. Enployees frightfully make way.

SI MON BAKER (| ate 20s, |ess handsone) sheepishly foll ows
behi nd.

CUT TO
| NTERCUT BETWEEN BROADCAST AND HALLWAY 3

GORDON MERI WEATHER( CTND. )
And |’ m Gordon Meriweat her. W hope
you had a | ovely weekend and we
t hank you for starting your week
here with us.

Jack continues to strut down the hallway. He | ooks like his
nom dressed himfor his first conmunion. His suit is crisp.
Not a hair is out of place, but he is surrounded by chaos.

BONNI E MADEVEEL L
It is 9 AM Mnday, June 3rd. Up
next ---shoul d you be giving your
dog a B-12 suppl enent? The answer
m ght surprise you.

As Jack nakes his way to the studi o, soneone of fscreen hands
hima CUP OF COFFEE. He chugs it, crushes the cup and throws
it.

GORDON MERI VEATHER
But first, our own Jack Adkins with
t he weat her.

Jack makes it just in time, switching fromhis suit jacket

into his tacky weat herman jacket. He stands in front of a
green screen, gesturing as he explains.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

JACK
What is happenin’, New York?! Are
you in for a treat! As you can see,
we have got not hing but sunny skies
this week. There is a slight chance
of showers as we head into this
weekend. Nonet hel ess, you are gonna
want to | oad up on sunscreen and
get those towels ready. Back to
you, Gordon

Jack’ s on-canera facade fades with the |ights.

he’s off, he gets ready to | eave.

JACK
VWhere the hell is Deborah? Tell her
that if | wanted coffee that bl and
| mght as well drink her
personality.

SI MON
She’s on maternity | eave, Jack.

JACK
Vel |l make sure to use that |ine on
soneone else, it's a sick burn.

SI MON
Wl do, Jack. Very sick

Jack tosses a random wonman hi s KEYS.
JACK

Crystal, pull mny car around, would
you? Thanks, sweet-cheeks.

(yell'ing)
Suarez! Where in god's nane is
Suar ez?
SUAREZ

Ri ght here, Jack.

JACK
Li sten Suarez, your chicken scratch
on the cue cards is out of control.
Did you see ne out there? | was
fl oundering. | al nost said "bowels"
instead of "towels." | didn't,
because |I’m a professional and can
pi ck up on context clues. But
because of you, | was on the cusp
of "bowels." You re fired.

The second

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

Suarez is distraught. Sinon glances at him apol ogetically
hopel ess. Jack is unfazed, he keeps wal ki ng.

JACK
Sinmon, did you get an anniversary
present for Beth?

SI MON
(puzzl ed)
Your anniversary was | ast nonth.

JACK
(loudly, artificially)
What’ s that? Today’s my anniversary
wth ny wife of 5 years whom 1| |ove
dearly? 1’"’mgoing to need to head
out early to shower her with
affection. |I’m sure you understand.

Sinmon follows himout of the studio. Jack stuffs his
weat herman jacket into Sinon’s already full arns.

SI MON
There was actual ly sonething |
wanted to tal k to about about. ..

EXT. BROADCAST STUDI O - DAY, DARK AND STORMY 4
Jack flips on a pair of DOUCHEY SHADES and hops into his
DOUCHEY CAR, not noticing his inaccurate forecast. He drives
awnay.

Si mon | ooks up to see the eerie and stornmy sky.

SI MON
Vell, shit.

CUT TO
| NT. BROADCAST STUDI O - DAY 5
Jack | ooks |ike he's been through the ringer. He says
not hi ng and he wal ks down the hallway, ignoring the sane
chaos fromthe day before.
Si non appr oaches.
SI MON

Hey, Jack. | took the liberty of
getting your coffee nyself.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

JACK
Thank you, Sinon.

Sinon i s taken aback.

SI MON
| s everything okay?

JACK
Beth [ eft |ast night.

SI MON
l"mreally sorry, man. Since
coll ege | always thought you' d, you
know, end up together.

JACK
Me too. She said she can’t be with
someone who doesn’t respect her,
his peers, or hinself...
(clears throat, conposing
hi nsel f)
| d appreciate your discretion.

SI MON
Look, I'mhere if you need
anyt hi ng. Maybe you shoul d take the

day of f---
Jack, overconpensating, turns his frown upside down.

JACK
Nonsense. There's a storm
a-brewin’. We're taking this ness
out si de.

SI MON
Jack, they think it’s going to be a
Category 4. You really don't need
to do this.

JACK
| can’t be the next Al Roker from
i nside this studio.

(yell'ing)
Let’ s nove peopl e!

CUT 1O



EXT. CENTRAL PARK - DAY ( STORMY) 6

Jack | ooks hyper-focused. He navigates through the foliage.
The sound of crunching twigs, roots, and | eaves is
punctuated by GRUMBLI NG THUNDER. He fights to wal k agai nst
the strong w nd. He keeps | ooking forward, unfazed.

NEWS CREW
(concerned, tal king over each
ot her)

This is a terrible idea. This is so
dangerous. Wy are we here? Wy are
we doing this? Jack is out of
control, etc.

Jack abruptly turns around and breaks the silence.

JACK
That is enough! Either slap a smle
on and do your job or get the fuck
out. You are nothing. You're
wort hl ess and you' re repl aceabl e. |
amirreplaceable. | am king.

The crew doesn’t have to think about it. The majority
| eaves, fed up with how Jack treats them A few stragglers,
i ncludi ng Si non, renain.

There is a long period silence. Jack’s renorseless is
unwaver ed.

JACK
What are we waiting for?

What’'s left of the crew assunes their positions.

SI MON
And we're live...in 5, 4, 3, 2...

CUT TO BLACK
We hear a cacophonous CLAP OF THUNDER

CUT TO
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY 7
Three years later, Sinon enters flustered. Jack | ooks
deteriorated, like the polar opposite of who he was.
SI MON
You' re up.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

JACK
" m up. .

Si nron hands Jack a TO- GO CUP OF COFFEE.

He pauses.

SI MON
Force of habit... How are you
feeling?

JACK
D fferent.

SI MON
| can’t believe it’'s been three
years.

JACK

When | woke up the TV was on.
Suar ez, huh?

SI MON
They rehired hima coupl e nonths
after your accident. It was kind of
incredible, actually. He worked his
way up from not hi ng.

JACK
(j okingly)
| never thought he would be the one
to replace ne.

JACK (CTND.)
What happened to you?
SI MON
Vell...without you | was out of a
job. | bounced around a couple
pl aces. Currently, uh, I'm

assi stant manager of a Barnes and
Nobl e. Pays the bills...and | get
all the free pens | want, and
soneti mes a desk cal endar if

they' re feeling generous---

JACK
| am so sorry, Sinon.

SI MON

Don’t apol ogize for literally being
struck by Iightning.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

JACK
| need your help.

SI MON
Wth what ?

JACK
3 years alone in nmy head gave ne a
ot of tinme to think. And I
realized I'’mnot the person | want
to be or thought I was. And | need
your help...teaching nme to be
better.

Si non takes a nonent of silent contenplation.

SI MON
What mekes you think | owe you
anyt hi ng?
JACK
| don’t. You don’t. | just---
SI MON

You treated ne like dirt for years.
You nade ne do a juice cleanse with
you. You forced ne read the entire
Twi | i ght Saga and see the novies so
t hat when peopl e asked you which
you t hought was better, you would
have a response.

(reiterating)
The Twi light Saga, Jack.

JACK
| know and |"m sorry---

SI MON
| | ooked up to you...and you never
even thanked nme. Not once.
Actual ly, you know what. You did
thank ne. The day of your accident.

JACK

| know. | wouldn’t blanme you if you
wal ked out of here and never spoke

to me again. But think about it. |

clinbed the [ adder in just 2 years

as an asshol e. 1 magi ne how fast we

can nmake if | showed people even an
ounce of respect. And I’'d take you

wth ne.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

SI MON
Look, Jack, | don’t know. I|---

A di sturbance outside the hospital room door catches Sinon’'s
eye. Two little boys loudly play in the hallway. The
children’s nother quickly quiets them down, apol ogizes, and
cl oses the door.

SI MON( CTND. )
1’11 do it.

Jack softly smles and sips the coffee.

JACK
This coffee is terrible, by the
way.

SI MON

It’s the thought that counts.
CUT TO
MONTAGE

-Si non teaches Jack how not to be a shit person. Through
trial and error, he learns how to open doors for people, to
| et people in on the highway, and to recycle.

-Jack gets a hired back at Channel 4 and has to work his way
up. He starts as soneone’ s assistant, putting up with the
abuse he use to dish out (getting coffee spit into his face,
getting screaned at).

-He works his way up to cue-cards, being respectful to
cowor kers and strangers alike.

-Finally, he gets pronoted back to head weat her nan

-Along the way, Jack and Sinon becone close, just |ike they
were as children.

BACK TO SCENE

| NT. BROADCAST STUDI O - DAY 8
Jack and Sinon triunphantly wal k si de-by-side back into the
studi o. Their exuberant faces slowy fade as they are
greeted by their old crew. Thunder grunmbles quietly in the
backgr ound.

The crew | ooks like the nob of village people about to storm

Frankenstein’s castle. DORI'S (m ddl e aged, bad haircut) and
JONATHAN (m ddl e aged, disgraceful posture) |lead the pack.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

DORI S
What the fuck, Jack?

JONATHAN
Do you think you can just waltz
back in here again and we’'ll fee

sorry for you and forgive you?

JACK
| knowit’s hard to believe, but |
really have changed- - -

NEWS CREW
(tal king over each other)
Bullshit. You re still the sane

asshol e you were 3 years ago. You
deserved to be struck by I|ightning.

JACK
It’s true. | treated you all so
terribly and I really amsorry.
|”ve changed. Sinon can attest---

DORI S
Ch, you and Sinon are thick as
t hi eves now?

JONATHAN
Yeah, Sinon. Does Jack know what
happened whil e he was out?

JACK
What is she tal ki ng about ?
SI MON
(to crew

St op tal ki ng.

DORI S
Oh, wow. Your best buddy Sinon
didn't tell you? He got marri ed!

JACK
What ?

SI MON
Seriously, please stop.

JONATHAN
It was a | ovely cerenony.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

DORI S
He and Beth nmake just the cutest
coupl e.

Jack is confused, but noreso upset.

JACK
(to Sinon)
Beth? As is Beth Beth? As in
my Bet h?
SI MON
Jack, | was going to tell you

Jack’ s deneanor abruptly switches froma sad confusion to a
silent fury. If this was a cartoon, his entire body woul d
turn red and steam woul d be com ng out of his ears.

JACK
Get out.

SI MON
Jack, I---

JACK
Now.

The nmob is silent. Sinon | ooks over at them They avoid eye
contact, realizing what they have done. Sinmon is visibly
upset. He | eaves.

JACK (CTND.)
And to the rest of you...|l am back.
And you will respect ne. Pack up
t he equi pnent, we’'re heading out to
the field.

CUT TO
EXT. CENTRAL PARK - DAY ( STORWY) 9

Just as before, Jack | ooks hyper-focused. He navi gates

t hrough the foliage. The sound of crunching tw gs, roots,
and | eaves is punctuated by GRUMBLI NG THUNDER. He fights to
wal k against the strong wi nd. He keeps | ooking forward,

unf azed.

DCORI S

Jack, are you sure this is a good
i dea?

( CONTI NUED)



10

CONTI NUED: 11.

JACK
Doris, | swear if you say one nore
word to ne | will set you on fire.

Doris backs off. Jonathan approaches. Jack cuts himoff
bef ore he even has the chance to speak.

JACK (CTND.)
Jonat han, |’ m gonna stop you right
t here. You have the worst
personal ity of anyone |’ve ever
known.

Jonat han sheepi shly backs off.

JACK (CTND.)
Let’ s nove peopl e!

The crew qui ckly sets up. Jack | ooks determ ned but the rest
of the crew | ooks |ike their being held hostage.

DORI S
Al right, everybody. W are live in
5 4, 3, 2...
CUT TO
Bl ack. ..
W hear a cacophonous cl ap of thunder.
CUT TO
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY 10

Sinmon lays in the hospital bed. The lights are harsh. The
room | ooks stal e and di ngy.

Si non opens his eyes.
Jack sits at the foot of his bed.
They say not hi ng.
FADE TO BLACK



