Shi ft
By

El i za Engel

417 Constock Ave
Syracuse, NY 13210
ecengel @yr . edu



FADE | N:
EXT. NEW YORK CI TY SI DEWALK - DAY

The hustle and bustle of New York Gty is happening al
around. Taxis blaring on their horns, sidewal ks crowded with
fast-paced New Yorkers, billboards flashing with
advertisenents.

TRI PP, 26, appears to be like the rest of the businessman
crowdi ng the streets after a long day of work - tidy

busi ness suit and well kept. But his enbtions are not quite
what one woul d expect. Hopel ess and di straught, Tripp is
unsure where his final destination will be as he wal ks at a
sl ower than average pace.

Li stening to a depressing song through his headphones, Tripp
passes a park that is your typical New York City park on a
summer day - full of people and lots of activities.

CUT TGO
EXT. BASEBALL FI ELD - DAY

Sound of a baseball hitting against a bat. Kids standing at
t he bases, playing a pick-up gane of baseball.

CHRI STOPHER, 13, dirty clothing with a big smle on his
face, walks up to the home plate for his turn at bat.

CHRI STOPHER
Gve ne all you got, nan!

Pl TCHER
Oh, you know it Chris

CUT TGO
EXT. PARK - DAY

The yelling of a group of city kids playing baseball catches
Tripp’ s attention.

Tripp stops in his walk, turns off his nusic, and steps off
the sidewal k into the grass where the park begins. He

wat ches the kids play baseball with a | ook of great interest
in his face.

CUT TGO



EXT. BASEBALL OUTFI ELD - DAY

Christopher hits the ball so hard that it goes way beyond
the "outfield" - or what Chris and his friends consider the
outfield given the confinenents of the park.

BOY | N OQUTFI ELD
Holy crap nman

BOY | N OQUTFI ELD 2
It’s a hone run!

Chri stopher does a quick celebration and begins to run to
retrieve the ball he had just hit.

CUT TGO
EXT. PARK - DAY

The ball that Christopher hits |ands very close to where
Tripp is standing.

Tripp steps forward with intentions to pick up the ball.
CUT TO
EXT. PARK - DAY

As Christopher is running to retrieve the ball, Tripp cones
into the picture, picking up the baseball

Clearly unconfortable, Tripp hands Chri stopher the ball.

TRI PP
Oh, here you go

Chris reaches to grab the baseball

CHRI STOPHER
Hey, thanks dude.

TRI PP
Yeah, no problem (pause)... you
guys, uh, just playing a pick up
ganme?

CHRI STOPHER

Yeah, nothing too serious.

TRI PP
Cool , cool.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

CHRI STOPHER
Wanna join? | know you' re wearing a
suit and all but feel free to join.
CUT TO
EXT. BASEBALL DI AMOND - DAY

Tripp is playing 2nd base, Christopher is at short stop. The
gane of baseball continues. Through Tripp' s actions, it is
clear that he is loosening up a little bit, |aughing around
with the kids, getting into the gane, etc.

CUT TO
EXT. HOTI DOG FOOD STAND - DAY

Tri pp hands Christopher a hot dog, takes another fromthe
hot dog man.

CHRI STOPHER
Thanks Tri pp.

TRI PP
No problem

Chri stopher and Tripp go and sit down at a park bench and
eat their hot dogs.

CHRI STOPHER
So, what do you do?

TRI PP
Ugh, | work at a financial conpany.
|"ma financial analyst... what do
you do?

CHRI STOPHER
| go to school. I'’mstarting high

school this year
Tri pp goes to respond, but is cut off by Chris’s friends.

Pl TCHER
Yo Chris, you com ng? You gotta be
back for your siblings.

CHRI STOPHER

Ugh yeah, hold up. Well, maybe I’ |
see you around.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

TRI PP
Yeah, have a good one.

Christopher runs off with his friends, and | eaves the park.
Tri pp doesn’t nove fromhis spot on the bench. Pensive, he
reaches in his pocket and pulls out his wallet. He opens it
up. There is a photo of himand a young boy in the clear
pocket where one nornmally keeps their ID

Tripp | ooks at the photo for a few seconds, pauses, puts his
wal | et back in his pocket.

Tri pp stands up and wal ks away.
CUTS TO
EXT. NEW YORK CI TY SI DEWALK - DAY

Tripp, in a different suit then yesterday, is wal king at the
same pace - a little slower than average.

As he wal ks by the park, Chris and his friends are wal ki ng
out .

Chri stopher sees Tripp and gets his attention.

CHRI STOPHER
Hey Tri pp!

Tripp | ooks up to see Christopher. He takes off one
headphone.

CHRI STOPHER
What’' s up? Where ya headed?

TRI PP
Hey man. Just to the subway.

CHRI STOPHER
Us too!

CUTS TO
| NT. SUBWAY - DAY

Chri st opher goes and sits down next to Tripp who is already
sitting.

CHRI STOPHER
So, you got any friends?

Tripp lets out a small, quiet |augh.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

TRI PP
Yeah, yeah | do

Chri st opher, being persistent, continues.

CHRI STOPHER
And (drawn out), do you ever hang
out with thenf

Tri pp | aughs agai ns.

TRI PP
Yeah, Chris, | do. (pause) You
wanna neet thenf

An excited | ook appears on Christopher’s face.

CHRI STOPHER
Yeah dude! That woul d be awesone.

TRI PP
W' re watching the Yanks - Red Sox
game at ny apartnent tonight. 100
Warren Street. Cone by.

The subway stops, Tripp daps up (high five) Christopher and
wal ks of f the subway car.

CUTS TO
| NT. CHRI STOPHER S APARTMENT - NI GHT

There is commotion within the room Christopher’s two
younger brothers are nessing around in front of the TV and
his younger sister is setting the table. Christopher opens
t he oven, pulls out chicken nuggets and french friends and
distributes themonto 3 pl ates.

CHRI STOPHER
Al right guys, | gotta head out. I'm
sorry, but | gotta go watch the
gane with a new friend.

Rushi ng out of the apartment, Christopher grabs his keys,
| ocki ng the door on his way out.

I NT. TRIPP'S TRI BECA APARTMENT - NI GHT
Tripp and three of his friends are huddl ed around the TV
set. Picture frames of Tripp with the sanme young boy as his

wal | et are set on both sides of the TV. One of the photos is
a picture of Tripp and the boy at a Yankees gane.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

There is a knock on the door. Tripp gets up to open it and
| ets Christopher.

TRI PP
What’ s up man?

Chri stopher wal ks into the apartnent.
Ti me goes by as the five guys sit around and watch the gane.

When the gane is over, Christopher gets up and exam nes the
phot os. He picks up one of the photos.

CHRI STOPHER
Hey Tripp, who is this kid? He
| ooks |1 ke he’'s ny age.

Tri pp appears to be caught a little bit off guard. The smle
he had i s now gone.

TRI PP
Ugh, that is (pause) | nean, was,
nmy br ot her.

A sense of disconfort and awkwardness enters the room

Chri stopher attenpts to offer his condol ences, very
awkwar dl y.

CHRI STOPHER
Ch man, I'’msorry Tripp.

TRI PP
No worries. Yeah, his name was
Jake. He had | eukaem a. He fought,
but it beat himin April.

Christopher is sitting on Tripp’s couch with his head down.

CHRI STOPHER
Damm man, |I'’mso sorry to hear
t hat .

Quietness fills the roomfor a few nonents
CHRI STOPHER
My dad isn’'t around either. He was
shot in an arned robbery in ny
nei ghbor hood a few years back

Tripp, who was standing in the kitchen, begins to walk
towards Christopher. He sits down next to himon the couch.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

TRI PP
Ww, |I'msorry to hear that too.

CHRI STOPHER
Yeah, you know, it’s |life. You
can’t take it for granted. You
never know what’s com ng your way.
| try ny best to wake up everyday
happy, keep ny siblings happy, and
be positive. You just never know.

TRI PP
Yeah no, you're absolutely right.
It’s still so new for ne. |I’mjust
not sure how Il’'|l get over it.
CHRI STOPHER
It will never fully |eave you bro.

But that’'s okay. It’s good to keep
the good nenories close to your
heart.

Fade out of Christopher and Tripp sitting on his couching
havi ng their conversati on.

CUT TGO
EXT. NEW YORK CI TY SI DEWALK - DAY

Tripp is wal king yet again in a different business suit,
headphones in. Except, this tinme, he is walking at a

i ght-hearted, happy pace, and the nusic he is listening to
is much happier.

Tri pp passes the park. This tinme, he sees Christopher
pl ayi ng baseball and wal ks over there on his own.

Tripp wal ks up to Christopher, who is standing on the
si del i nes.

TRI PP
You ready?

A confused | ook cones over Christopher’s face.

TRI PP REACHES IN H'S POCKET AND PULLS OQUT HIS WALLET. HE
OPENS IT UP. THE PICTURE OF HM AND H S BROTHER I S STI LL
THERE. HE PULLS OQUT TWD TI CKETS TO A YANKEES GAME FOR THAT
AFTERNOON AND SHOWS THEM TO CHRI STOPHER

A sm | e appears on Christopher’s face.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

CHRI STOPHER
Let’s go

Chri st opher says bye to his friend.

Chri stopher and Tripp | eave the baseball dianond and exit
t he park.

FADE TO BLACK



