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FADE | N:
| NT. / EXT. SCHOCOL BUS - DAY

In a noving bus full of rowdy, |aughing sixth-graders, al

of themexcited for their class trip to the thene park, we
focus in on BERT, a glasses-wearing, sweet-faced kid sitting
quietly by hinself in the front of the bus, staring out the
wi ndow. He is called by M5. WARREN, his fresh-out-of-college
teacher who often finds it difficult keep her students under
control and isn’'t quite ready for the job.

MS. WARREN
So Bertie, which ride are you nost
excited to ride?

BERT
(Beat) I, uh-

MS. WARREN
Ooh, what about The Det erm nator?
heard that one’s fun!

RI CO, the snarky school bully who is never seen without "his
boys", interrupts, pronpting themto erupt with |aughter in
t he background.

Rl CO
He's too much of a wuss for that!

M5. WARREN
Last warning, Rico. Cut it out or
you' || be spending the entire day
next to me.

Ri co makes nocking faces towards Bert as he sits back down.
CUT TGO
EXT. THEME PARK (ENTRANCE) - DAY

Ms. Warren has the class gathered in front of the park to
give last-mnute instructions, but the students, eager to
just get away from her already, are barely paying attention.
Bert is the outlier; in front of the crowd, respectfully
listening to Ms. Warren.

MB. WARREN
Okay guys, be sure to neet back
here by four; no excuses! And use
t he buddy system no one should be
alone. Of you go!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

Everyone rushes by Bert in excitenent, |eaving himstanding
there without a particular place to go. However, not wanting
to Ms. Warren to notice himw thout a buddy, he decides to
start wal ki ng.

A few steps in, he notices SAM whose contagi ous bri ght
smle and sweet personality makes her popul ar anong her
cl assmat es, | aughing with her gal-pal.

CUT TGO
EXT. THEME PARK - DAY

W see Bert sitting on a bench near a concession stand. He
is the conplete antithesis of the activity and noi se goi ng
on around him He hears a conversation going on behind him

SAM
Are you don’'t wanna get on with nme?

SAM S FRI END
| just don’t feel good right now. ..
| haven’t eaten all day.

SAM
Vll, this sucks. Everyone el se
already got on... | don't want to
go on it al one and--
BERT
(Ankwardly) 'l go on with you.
SAM

Oh, hey Bert! Really? | thought you
were terrified of roller
coasters...

BERT
Un not anynore, | don’t think..

SAM S FRI END
(Wi spering to Sanm) Unhh, why are
you even talking to this weirdo?

SAM
(Whi spering back) Be nice to Bert.
| don’t know why you guys are
al ways making fun of him he seens
nice. (To Bert) Well, okay! Let’s
get in line before it gets any
| onger.

CUT TGO



EXT. THEME PARK(I N-LI NE FOR THE RI DE) - DAY

Bert watches anxiously as the coaster passes by overhead,
roaring thunderously with its passengers scream ng at the
top of their |ungs.

SAM
Are you sure you want to get on? I
heard this one has a bigger drop
and is crazier than the one at the
park we went to |ast year...

BERT
Yeah, no, I'’mgood. |I'mjust--

A group of people are seen exiting fromthe roller coaster’s
bui l ding. Fromthat group, one kid is seen running out,
grunting as he holds his nmouth and his stomach.

BERT
...excited.

SAM
Wel |, good. Me too.

Fromthe sane group we see Rico and his boys appear,
| aughing at the kid who just ran by. R co acknow edges Sam
and Bert as his group continues wal ki ng.

Rl CO
Hey Saml How ' bout you and |-- GCh
man, is that Nerdy Bertie? You ve
gotta be kidding, he’'ll piss his
pants if he gets on this ride.

RI CO S BOY #1
(I'n laughter) Yeah, he nust’ve
forgotten what happened | ast year.

Rl CO
(To his boy) No one asked you,
McFly. (To Sam) Sam cone find ne

afterwards sweetheart; 1’1l be
where playas sip chanpagne and what
not .

SAM

lgnore him Bert. The only thing
he’s good for is naking a fool out
of hinsel f.

FADE TO



| NT. / EXT. ROLLER COASTER BUI LDI NG - DAY

A carny is seen pulling the shoul der harness down on Bert.
As soon as he does so, a nervous Bert grips the handles so
hard, his knuckles turn white.

SAM
kay, this is it Bert.

Bert doesn’t respond. Suddenly, the coaster jolts forward a
bit, and starts to slowy nove through the tunnel, towards
the bright opening that |eads outside.

Once they are outside, the ascension towards the top of the
drop begins. Slowy but surely, the coaster inches its way
hi gher and hi gher. To Bert, the clinb up feels |like an
eternity and he starts to sweat. Sam | ooks over to Bert with
a |l ook of concern on her face.

Eventual |y, the coaster gets to the top of the peak. It
creeps towards the edge of the drop and, for a few brief
seconds, Bert and the other passengers are |ooking straight
down a 20-story drop. Bert’s face goes blank with fear.

BOOM The coaster suddenly drops at an intense speed and for
the next mnute or so, it takes the passengers on a crazy
journey full go high-velocity twists, turns, and |oops. This
does not go over well with Bert. Throughout the ride, he is
screamng in genuine fear and is seem ngly about to cry.

CUT TO
| NT. ROLLER COASTER BUI LDI NG - DAY
As the coaster pulls in fromoutside, Bert is shaking in
fear. In order to spare hinself of nore enbarrassnent, as

soon as the shoul der harnesses are lifted, he quickly gets
off the coaster and runs for the exit.

SAM
Bert, wait!

Sam runs after Bert.

CUT TO
EXT. THEME PARK - DAY
Bert is crying outside when he hears Samcall after him He
turns around to a very pal e-l1ooking Sam She suddenly

reaches for the trash can that’s few feet away and starts to
vom t!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

Bert, in conplete shock, goes over to make sure she’s okay.
The fear in Bert’s eyes turns to confusion as Samlifts her
head with a wide grin on her face.

SAM
| guess The Determ nator wasn't for
ei ther of us, huh Bert?

BERT
Huh? Are you okay?

SAM
Haha, yeah, 1’mgood. But | was in
way over ny head getting on that
coaster.

BERT
(Starting to smle) Yeah, | guess
we were.

Sam starts to | augh and, soon enough, Bert starts | aughing
as well. Laughing together, for the first tinme, we see Bert
i n genui ne happi ness.

FADE TQ
EXT. THEME PARK (ENTRANCE) - AFTERNOON

It’s the end of the day and the class is gathering in front
of the park. Everyone's tired froma |ong day of running
ar ound.

Bert is seen holding sonething in his hand. A CLOSE UP
reveals that it is a photo taken during the ride. In the
photo, Bert and Sam are screanming fromthe ride’'s drop. A
MEDI UM SHOT t hen reveal s Sam standi ng next to Bert. She
starts happily talking to him pointing at the photo for
reference, both of themreliving the nmenory.

We zoomout slowy as the new friends are enjoying each
other’s conpany, and as Bert is seen appreciating his
newf ound friend.
W keep slowy zooning as we...
FADE TO BLACK

ROLL CREDI TS



