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| NT. DORM- NI GHT

JOVAN, 20, a slender and handsone African Anerican coll ege
student, bursts into the roomwth his cell phone in his
hand. He staggers a bit in his noderately fancy button-down
shirt.

He makes a direct line to the COWUTER He hooks up his
PHONE to it, and logs in. He goes straight to his browser,
and types in youtube.com. He clicks UPLOAD. He finds a file
on hi s phone.

Title: Racist Tirade at Georgetown University

Tags: racist, racism race, black, white, bitch (which he
erases), nigger, MKenna Rabi deau

Jovan clicks PUBLI SH The website reads "Thank you for
publ i shing! Your video is live at <URL address>." Jovan
clicks on the URL address, and the webpage | oads. He watches
t he video on YouTube.

EXT. DOWNTOWN- NI GHT

A nobi |l e phone video. MCKENNA, a 21 year old with white skin
and bl ack hair who | ooks exceptionally confortable in her
reveal ing party dress, sways as she points her finger in
Jovan’s chest. An attractive girl looks on in horror next to
hi m

MCKENNA
Don't you try to touch ne! Keep
your fucking hands off ne!

JOVAN
McKenna, cal m down.

MCKENNA
Wth her? Are you fucking kidding
me? Fuck you, you coon ass nigger!
Fuck you!

McKenna sl aps himas hard as her |iquor soaked rnuscl es can
coordi nate. OOHS and WHOAS are heard fromthe crowd. Three
white girls | ead her away, and Jovan is left standing there
hol ding his face as she wal ks away, flipping himoff. The
canera phone is set down and soneone says "You good, Jovan?"



| NT. DORM NI GHT ( CONTI NUQUS)

O views. The video has ended, but the screen still captures
his sad, angry attention. He | eaves the conputer open and
goes to bed.

The browser is still open. 1 view. Cut to a bunch of
different conputer displays. Twitter, copy-pasting the URL
of the video. Post. YouTube: 4 views. Twitter: cursor clicks
retweet. YouTube: 38 views.

Facebook: Paste the URL, post. YouTube: 194 views. Twitter:
cursor hits retweet, retweet, retweet. Cursor shares a
Facebook post, shares post, retweet. YouTube: 1,472 views.

Much nore frantically now retweet, share, retweet, retweet,
and so on. One of the images nust be of Alfonso R biero’'s
Twitter page hitting retweet. Last inmage: A YouTube page
readi ng Posted 8 hours ago. Views: 53, 085.

EXT. DORM LATE MORNI NG

Jovan hurries toward his door. He knocks on the door and
enters.

| NT. DORM CONTI NUOUS

CURTIS, 20, a friendly face with dark skin and an audaci ous
fro-hawk that is one hair pick away from 1990s Br ookl yn
lies shirtless under the covers of his bed with a LAPTOP on
hi s stonach.

JOVAN
Yo, Curtis.

CURTI S
What’ s up?

JOVAN
| saw her at breakfast.

CURTI S
McKenna?

JOVAN
Yeah.

CURTI S

Aw, shit. Did she try to apol ogi ze?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

JOVAN
Curt, you know she woul dn’t
apol ogi ze for anything. This bitch
tried to act all cool about it.

CURTI S
No way.

JOVAN
Yeah. She was like, "I really just
hit a newlow last night, | was so
drunk."” Bitch, what?

CURTI S
What’ d you say?

JOVAN
| said | can’t believe what you did
to ne. | said she could at |east

have the decency and dignity to
treat ne like I’ma regular human
bei ng. | said--

CURTI S
(interjecting)
No, Jovan.

JOVAN
--that just because |I'’ma bl ack
"nigger" on this whitewashed canpus
at the very bottom of your raci al
construct doesn’t nean that you
can- -

CURTI S
Tell me you didn’t go full on Jesse
Jackson again.

JOVAN
Yeah | did!
CURTI S
Jovan, no one listens to that.
JOVAN
They need to start! I’ msick of
this shit.
CURTI S

Me, too, bro. But you just gotta
learn to live with it.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

JOVAN
Why? Way do | have to live with it?

Jovan sits on his bed, opposite Curtis.

JOVAN ( CONT’ D)
| was in class on Thursday.
t eacher asked about the effects of
sl avery on the nodern African
Ameri can psychol ogy. | raised ny
hand-- and | was ready for that
shit-- and | gave this kick ass
answer and | quoted Janes Bal dwi n- -

CURTI S
Oh, you quoted Bal dwi n, huh?

JOVAN
Shut up. You know what the teacher
said to nme?

CURTI S
What ?

JOVAN
"Ww, |'mactually very inpressed,
Jovan. "

CURTI S

(Pause)

Yeah?

JOVAN
"Yeah"?! The fuck you nean by
"yeah"?

CURTI S

She gave you a conplinent?

JOVAN
No, it was how she said it. It was
like, "Whw, you're actually very
smart for a black kid."

Curtis goes back to scrolling through his conputer.

CURTI S
| think you' re over thinking this.

JOVAN
| think you re under thinking it.
It made ne realize that no matter
what | do, people are only going to
see nme as bl ack.

( CONTI NUED)
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CURTI S
Yeah.

JOVAN
But it doesn’'t nmtter because no
one listens to ne.

Curtis sits up.

Curtis is
turns the

CURTI S
(on his conputer)

Ri ght .

JOVAN
And it’s insane! It’s legitimately
i nsane. Because |like, |’'ve overcome
all this shit and no one sees it
because- -

CURTI S
Oh, shit.

JOVAN
VWhat ?

CURTI S

Oh, shit. Um you know that video |
sent you | ast night?

JOVAN
Yeah, of MKenna and ne? Yeah.
CURTI S
Well, it’s online.
JOVAN
| know.
CURTI S
What ?
JOVAN
Actually | should check the views.
CURTI S
You put it up?
JOVAN
Yeah, why? How many views does it

have?

dunbf ounded and he starts fidgeting in his bed. He
conputer to Jovan. 68,042 views.
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Jovan’ s deneanor falls. Panic.

JOVAN ( CONT’ D)
Holy shit. Holy shit.

CURTI S
What did you do?

JOVAN
68, 000 views? Oh, shit! How did it
get 68,000 views in eight hours?

CURTI S
| don’t know I'mlooking at it and
| guess soneone tweeted it and
ot her people retweeted it and then
Al fonso Ribiero retweeted it and it
took of f fromthere.

JOVAN
Al fonso Ri bi ero?

CURTI S
That ni gga who played Carlton on
Fresh Prince--

JOVAN
Way the fuck did he retweet it?

CURTI S
| don’t know ’cause he's black? I
don’t know but he was like, 'Sad to
see what our country’s youth is
doi ng’ or sone shit and he’s got
mad foll owers.

JOVAN
How did he get followers?
CURTI S
| don’t know, man, |ike he was a

successful actor and then was on
Dancing with the Stars and--

JOVAN
68, 000 views? Holy shit.
CURTI S
Way did you put it up?
JOVAN
| was pissed! | was pissed at
McKenna and the teacher and |
( MORE)
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JOVAN (cont’ d)
want ed people to see what happens
and | don’t know (beat) What
should I do, Curt? Should | take it
down?

Curtis puts the laptop down on his bed and sinks back in his
bed.

CURTI S
| don’t know, bro. | nean you
want ed people to know. And now..
wel |, now they do.

Jovan | ooks at the conmputer. He refreshes the webpage.
71,078 views. A very faint smle conmes to his nouth.

JOVAN
Dang! It’s gotten 3,000 views since
you just checked!

CURTI S
Ch, nman.

He refreshes it again. It adds a few hundred vi ews.

JOVAN
This is unbelievabl e!

Jovan grabs his bookbag and hurries out the door.
CUT TO

A conputer display. Views: 71,078. The page refreshes three
tinmes, with the total views reading: 100,673; 137,501; until
finally, the YouTube page reads Posted 4 days ago. Views:
159, 096.

| NT. DORM DAY

Jovan sits at his conputer with glasses on. He has a
spreadsheet open on his conputer. He flips back to his
YouTube page. He wites a nunber, 159096, in his notebook.
He wites down the tine, 2:00pm

He flips back to his very full spreadsheet. It has an entry
for every waking hour of the last four days, with the nunber
of views, a percent change colum, and nuch nore
information. He enters the new data into the spreadsheet.
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He frowns at the new entry. He clicks a few tines and nakes
a graph of the information. It shows a downward trend over
the past few hourly entries.

JOVAN

(quietly)
Damm.

He | ooks at the data for a nonent. Suddenly an idea
triggers. He Googl es "Washington Post." He nakes a few
clicks with a studious, determ ned focus. He finds the
i nformati on he needs.

He opens a Wrd Processor. He begins typing:
To the Editor,
CUT TO
The sanme conputer screen. Views: 159,096. The page refreshes
four times, with the total views reading: 196, 087; 258, 701;
401, 882; until the YouTube page reads Posted a week ago.
Vi ews: 658, 060.
EXT. QUAD- DAY
Jovan is walking to class in a white Georgetown hoodi e.
G oups of people, many of themwhite, point to him and
whi sper. He hears a few exclamations of "That’s Jovan
McDonal d. "
One person waves. He | ooks over his shoulder to see if
soneone else is there, and timdly waves back.
| NT. CLASSROOM+ DAY
Jovan gets to class a few mnutes early, and sits in the
back of a lecture hall. He pulls out his phone and sees a
mllion texts, emails, and calls fromhis contacts.
He scrolls through nonchalantly until he arrives at 2 m ssed
calls and a voicemail froman unfamliar +1(404) nunber. He
st eps outside and checks his voicenail
EXT. CLASSROOME CONTI NUOUS
VO CEMAI L
Hello, M. MDonald. My nane is
Amanda Carson from CNN

Jovan’s nmouth hits the fl oor. AMANDA CARSON??

( CONTI NUED)
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VO CEMAI L ( CONT’ D)
|"mcalling because | saw the video
and was actually very inpressed
Wi th your op-ed in the WAashi ngton
Post. | would like to interview you
tomorrow at our DC headquarters. W
are | ocated at--

I NT. CLASSROOM A FEW M NUTES LATER

CUT TO

Jovan floats into the large | ecture class, which has already
started. The professor gives an uninmaginative |ecture on
political technol ogies of power in the post-nodern context
of blah blah blah. He slides into his seat next to Curtis.

JOVAN
(whi speri ng)
Yo, Curt.
CURTI S
What ?
JOVAN

Amanda Carson, that chick from CNN?

She wants to i nterview ne downt own.

CURTI S
No fucki ng way!

Qops. The drivel of academ c bullshit stops for a nonent as
a few students turn back in their chairs. Jovan waits for

t he professor to start up again.

JOVAN
Yeah, she was very inpressed with
ny op-ed.

CURTI S

My nigga. She’s hot, too.

JOVAN
Fool , shut up.

Jovan smles as he starts to doodle the CNN logo in the

mar gi ns of his notebook. MJSI C begi ns pl ayi ng.

CUr 10



10.

MONTAGE

A very quick series. The same conputer screen. It refreshes,
and the total views increase from 658,060 to 1,078, 590.

| NT. DORM- DAY
Jovan is on the phone.

JOVAN
Hel | 0?

CALLER 1 (O. S.)
H, this is Terrance Davis, from
the New York Tinmes. W |oved your
CNN i nterview and wanted to see if
you were avail abl e- -

CUr 10

I NT. OFFI CE- DAY

Jovan, in shirt and tie, is talking to a man scribbling in a
yel l ow | egal pad.

JOVAN
And the problem of systemc
cultural perceptions wthin our
nati onal - -

Back to the conputer display. It refreshes from1,078,590 to
1, 763, 092.
EXT. QUAD- EVENI NG
Jovan is on the phone again.
CALLER 2 (O S.)
This is Carolyn Al exander, from
Today’ s Morni ng on NBC -

CUT TO

I NT. MORNI NG SHOW SET- MORNI NG

Jovan sits in a suit and tie on a couch.
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JOVAN
(m d-sent ence)
...are the deeply enbedded, but not
oft articul ated, thoughts that--

The conputer refreshes. The views go from1, 763,092 to
2,538, 901.

CUT TO
Jovan takes a call froma different canmpus | ocation.
CALLER 3 (O S.)
This is Charles Wite, ABC -
CUT TO

| NT. NEWS STUDI O EVEN NG

Jovan is being interviewed agai nst a green screen. Sane
suit, newtie and shirt. A lavaliere mcrophone is attached
to his |apel.

JOVAN
Vel l, thank you for having ne.

Cut to Conputer. Views: from 2,538,901 to 3,219, 720.
CUT TO
Anot her phone call.
CALLER 4 (O S.)
Maryann Duncan, FOX News.
I NT. NEWS STUDI O DAY

Jovan is a panelist on race for a FOX News program (LQOL).
Still suited and tied.

JOVAN
No no, see the problemis not
McKenna Rabi deau; it’s American

cul ture.
CUr 10
Conmputer. Views: from 3,219, 720
to 3,998, 748.
CUr 10

( CONTI NUED)
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Anot her call! Jovan is walking this tine.

MAGA E (O S.)
Hello, this is Maggie Perkins from
The Hoya.

Jovan stops. So does the nusic.

JOVAN
VWhat ?

MAGA E (O S.)
My nane is Maggi e- -

JOVAN
No, | got your nane, Maggie. Wo
are you with?

MAGA E (O S.)
The Hoya. | was wondering if--

JOVAN
Li ke, the student paper?

MAGA E (O S.)
Yes, it’s Georgetown’ s biggest
student - run newspaper.

JOVAN
Oh, okay. Just checking.

MAGA E (O S.)
Got it. I was just wondering if--

JOVAN
Un yeah, I'mreally busy with big
interviews right now. Sorry!

He pockets his phone. Misic starts back up again.

CUT TO

Conmputer. Views go from 3,998,748 to 4,682,095. There are a
fewnore calls with a few nore nedia outlets. Utimtely,
the final image of the YouTube page nmust read Posted 2 weeks
ago. Views: 8, 355,003. Muisic fades.



13.

I NT. DI NI NG HALL- NI GHT

Jovan eats a |late night neal alone. He has the spreadsheet
open on his conputer, and is speaking on the phone in
bet ween bites of dining hall spaghetti.

JOVAN
(to phone)
Ckay. Yep. So how many comm tnents
do we have? And that’s for the
rally, or the sit in? Ckay. Ckay
sweet .

TWO G RLS, undeni ably freshnen, approach him Grl 1 taps
Jovan’ s shoul der.

GRL 1
Are you Jovan MDonal d?
JOVAN
Alright, 1'll see you there. (to
girl) Yeah?
GRL 1
H. I'mBrittney. | think it’s

really great what you re doing to
end racism

JOVAN
Ch, nah | nean |’ mjust doi ng what
| can. And | don’t think it’s
realistic to say that you can end
raci s- -

GRL 1
Ww, you’'re so great, can | get a
photo with you?

JOVAN
What ?

GRL 1
Can | get a picture? It’ Il be super
qui ck.

JOVAN

Uh, okay, sure.

Jovan gets up and puts his armaround the girl, smling. The
girl stands with an intense face and her fist in the air.

Fl ash.

( CONTI NUED)
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GRL 2
Oh ny god, Brittney, it’s perfect.

GRL 1
Let ne see.

She wal ks away from Jovan, who stands watching them
GRL 1

Ch ny god, that’s pro pic worthy.

(1 ooki ng back) Thanks!
They wal k away. Jovan is still standing where Brittney |eft
him struck dunb.
| NT. DORMt NI GHT
An open, negl ected book rests on top of Jovan's desk as
he sits at his conputer. He Googl e searches his nane.
MIlions of hits conme up. He scrolls through headlines
Raci smin America Reaches Boiling Point
CGeorgetown University Students Qutraged Over Racist Culture

Jovan McDonal d: Why Anerica Needs a Fresh Face Agai nst
Raci sm

McDonald’'s Mom Politics in Jovan’s Future?

He receives a call. Hs caller ID reads Maggie from The
Hoya. He ignores the call, and pockets his phone.

He rests his head on his hand, as he goes back to scrolling
t hrough the headlines. He flips over to Facebook. Seven
friend requests. One of themis Brittney and, sure enough,
he stars in her stoic profile picture. Jovan clicks on the
pi cture.

The caption: | stand against racism | stand for equality. |
stand wth Jovan McDonal d. 164 |i kes.

To his Newsfeed. The top status reads:

Ral | y agai nst Raci sm Red Square. 3:30pm Jovan MDonald to
speak. 308 likes. NEWS THEME MJSI C starts to play.

CUT 10O



15.

I NT. NEWS STUDI O NI GHT

It’s a Washington, DC | ate ni ght newscast. A femal e ANCHOR
in ared suit reads the news.
ANCHOR
To Georgetown University now, where
students have had enough of what
they call an oppressive raci st
culture. Nearly 400 students turned
out for the student organized
"Ral |y Against Racism" The
novenent, organized by race
rel ati ons sensation and Geor get own
student Jovan McDonal d, sought
adm ni strative action against this
raci st cul ture.

Jovan is shown in front of a large crowd of protesters. He
has a blow horn to his nouth

JOVAN
And we mnmust send a cl ear nessage
that will echo through the hall owed
halls of this University. The
nmessage that we, as a collective
student body, are united. That we
will not stand for flagrant
di spl ays of raci smwhile our
adm ni strators avert their eyes. W
must demand a substantial response
from Georget own University!

| NT. DORM- NI GHT

Jovan sits at his desk on his conputer, watching the
newscast we just saw. Curtis is in bed with his [aptop on
hi s stonach.

ANCHOR (O S.)
The novenent was largely triggered
by a viral video, in which fellow
CGeor get own student McKenna Rabi deau
cal l ed McDonal d. .

JOVAN
Hey, Curt, you think I should go to
this sit in?

CURTI S
Yeah.

( CONTI NUED)
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16.

JOVAN
Real | y?

CURTI S
You got all these kids to give up
their lives and sit in a hall to
get not hing acconpli shed.

JOVAN
Yeah, but |’ve got to keep doing
i nterviews and everything.

The newscast has ended. Jovan goes back to his Google video
search (jovan ntdonald | ast 24 hours) and clicks on another

news | i nk.

There are

The video plays nuffled in the background.

JOVAN (CONT’ D)
| nmean it’s just like where am |
better used for the cause, you feel
me?

CURTI S
Oh, Jesus.

JOVAN
" m being serious! Like in there
| " mjust another protester. But,

like, 1've got a nane now and a job
to do.
CURTI S
You’ re unreal.
JOVAN
No for real, | just need to seize

this noment of relevancy to fight
agai nst the injustice.

CURTI S
Al right, dude.

JOVAN
It's ti for a change. | really
think this is the right tine.
seven rushed knocks at the door.

JOVAN ( CONT’ D)
One sec!

Mor e knocks. Jovan stands up and wal ks to the door. He opens

it.
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It’s McKenna. Her eyes are puffy, and she is in a black
North Face jacket. He keeps one hand on the door. Each one
wai ts for sonmeone to say sonething.

CURTI S
Yo, who’'s that? Ch sh-- um hey I
just renmenbered | have to go... to
t he bathroom so |I’m gonna go
and... |’ mgonna go.

Jovan and McKenna barely nove as Curtis evacuates. Jovan's
hand remai ns on the door.

MCKENNA
Can | cone in?

JOVAN
Yeah, of course.

Jovan lets her in. The newscast continues to play, and has
just gotten to Jovan’s speech ("...demand a substanti al
response...").

McKenna takes one step in and waits for Jovan to nmake a
nove. Jovan shuts off the newscast. He considers sitting on
his bed, then | ooks at his chair, and back at MKenna.

He maneuvers around McKenna and pulls out the chair.
| ntensel y awkwar d.

JOVAN ( CONT’ D)

Her e.

MCKENNA
Thanks.

JOVAN
Yeah.

He then sits on his bed, a perfectly unfriendly distance
between them They both | ook at the ground.

MCKENNA
How have you been?

JOVAN
What’ s goi ng on?

McKenna sits in silence, searching for an answer. She shakes
her head and stands up as if to | eave.

( CONTI NUED)
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MCKENNA
This is stupid.
JOVAN
What’ s goi ng on?
MCKENNA
| just... | don’t know I thought I
shoul d cone see you
JOVAN
Wy ?
MCKENNA

| don’t know. This is so hard for
me. This whol e thing has been so
hard for ne.

JOVAN
Real |y.

MCKENNA
And |’ ve wanted to cone and
apol ogi ze, but ny | awer advised

against it.
JOVAN
Hol d up, your |awer?
MCKENNA
But honestly | just needed to talk
to you. | just don’t understand why
all this is happening.
JOVAN
What don’t you understand?
McKenna | ooks away for a nonent. Her hands slowly ball into
fists.
MCKENNA

Li ke, why couldn’t you have j ust
said no to that first interview?
Way didn’t you just say, "Oh, no

t hanks, Amanda Carson. | would | ove
to, but it’s actually not a fair

vi deo. You see, | was actually
about to fuck Ms. Rabideau's friend
after I led her to believe we were
dating. So that’s what happened,

t hanks t hough! "

( CONTI NUED)
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19.

JOVAN
Don’t you turn this on ne.

MCKENNA
Except you probably woul dn’t have
been able to resist throwing in the
word "paradi gn' or "soci al
construct” sonmewhere in there.

JOVAN
This isnt nmy fault! I’mnot the
one who said that shit!

MCKENNA
Exactly, Jovan. | never shoul d have
said-- | shouldn’t even have

t hought those words. But that
doesn’t change the fact that you're
an asshol e, too.

JOVAN
|’ man asshole? | didn't ask for
this. I’mjust trying to nmake a

change w th--

MCKENNA
(interrupting)
| just got expelled, Jo.

JOVAN
VWhat ?

MCKENNA
You didn’t see the fucking mass
emai | President DeG oia sent?
"Addressing the incident” and how
they’'ve listened to "demands for a
substantial response"? | mean Jesus
Christ, they linked to your speech.

JOVAN
Hol d up, no.

MCKENNA
| m gone, Jovan.

JOVAN
No! That's not what | want ed.

MCKENNA
Well, that’s what you got.
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JOVAN
That’s not what | want ed!

MCKENNA
It doesn’t matter what you want ed!
What exactly did you want? You' d
better tell ne because I'’mthe only
one who cares.

JOVAN
... I was just trying to change
t he. .

MCKENNA
What have you changed, Jovan?
You’' ve changed t he nunber of Google
hits that come up after your nane.
You’ ve changed ny life forever,
that’s for damm sure. Do you
honestly think that sonmeone who is
raci st-- not soneone |ike nme who
had an all-time | ow nonent after
ten shots, but sonmeone who’s
really, in their heart, racist-- do
you really think they're going to
hear you?

JOVAN
| nmean | hope so.

McKenna | ooks at him and shakes her head as she lets out a
smal | chuckl e.

MCKENNA
The only person they heard was ne,
Jovan. Me. And |’ m gonna pay for
that the rest of ny fucking life.
No one hears you.

JOVAN
McKenna.
MCKENNA
Forgive ne, |’ m bei ng harsh

Someone at this University nust
have heard you

JOVAN
St op!

MCKENNA
They don’t hear you, Jovan! You're
not changi ng anything! Al you did
( MORE)
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MCKENNA (cont’ d)
was ruin nmy life so | could be your
soapbox. You haven’t changed a damm
t hi ng.

JOVAN
Stop it! I'"msorry!

McKenna stops. She | ooks at himthrough the tears in her
eyes. She starts to say sonething, but thinks better of it.
She takes big strides toward the door and slans it behind
her.

Jovan stands stunned for a nonent before letting out a big
exhale. He puts his hand to his face and breat hes deeply.

He wal ks over to his conputer. He types in his name, and
mllions of results cone up. Al positive: "The new face of
the anti-raci smnovenent,"” "Get to Know. Jovan MDonal d,"
"Why Anerica Loves Jovan McDonal d. ™

He shakes his head. He types a new entry into the search
bar: "Jovan Mdonal d ni gger."

Hundreds of thousands of results conme up. Many of themare
posts to | ow budget, racist foruns that |ook |like Reddit. He
follows a few |inks.

jovan "uppity nigger" ntdonald doesn’t know his place. he's
parading all around |ike he’s so holy FUCK H M

t he video doesn’t show what coon ass nigger did to her.
jovan ntdonald could be a rapeist for all we know. she did
say dont touch ne.

shows you why you shouldnt |et niggers |like jovan ntdonal d
into schools |ike georgetown. be careful or your daughter
will end up with thugs

And so on. He shakes his head. Hi s fist pounds the desk. He
snaps his conputer shut. He stands for a nonent with his
head beneath his shoul ders.

He reaches into his pocket and grabs his phone. He dials a
nunmber, and hol ds the phone to his ear.

| NT. SAXBY' S- DAY

Jovan is seated in a plush chair with his BACKPACK on the

seat next to him He | ooks towards the door. He checks his
phone. He | ooks back towards the door.
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He surveys the room one quick glance at a tine, hiding
behi nd the hood on his sweatshirt. Two FEMALE CUSTOVERS

whi sper and point in his direction. Jovan | ooks down when he
sees them He checks his phone, the door, his phone again.

The door opens, and in hurries MAGA E, a beautiful 21 year
old blond wearing a flannel, yoga pants, and Hunter boots.
She carries a BACKPACK and a YELLOW LEGAL PAD

She surveys the room and quickly finds Jovan, and briskly
wal ks toward him

MAGA E
Jovan McDonal d?

JOVAN
Hi , Maggie.

MAGA E

Maggi e Perkins, | wite for The
Hoya. Thank you so, so nuch for
agreeing to neet with ne.

JOVAN
Yeah, it’'s cool.

MAGAE E
| literally can’t believe you even
want to do a story with us. W are
so grateful and | want you to know
that we are really commtted to
telling your story the right way. |
am personally comritted to telling
it the right way.

JOVAN
Yeah, thanks.

Maggi e starts unpacki ng supplies for the interview.

MAGG E
|"ve actually been really invol ved
i n your novenent.

JOVAN
Oh. | really wouldn't call it ny
nmovenent at this point.

MAGGE E
| nmean, of course it is! No need to
be nodest- you're really making a
change here.

( CONTI NUED)
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23.

JOVAN
No, I'mreally not.

MAGG E
| actually helped to recruit for
the rally in Red Square and | was
part of the sit in at Healy for a
coupl e days but then | got a little
sick and had mdterns so | had to
| eave. And actually I was part of
the group of students who did the
silent march to Wite-G avenor and
| was interviewed by the Washi ngton
Post which was so cool. And |’ ve
conducted a di al ogue with--

JOVAN
Hey, Maggie, do you think we could
get started.

MAGA E
Yeah! Absol utely! Good idea. Ckay,
SO- -

JOVAN

Actual ly, Maggie, |’ve got a favor
to ask of you

MAGA E
Sure! OF coursel!
JOVAN
This is nmy last interview | just
want to make a statenent.
MAGA E
VWhat ?
JOVAN
Are you recording?
MAGA E
| ambut wait, |’ mconfused--

Jovan begi ns the speech he has rehearsed a thousand tines.
Cue the stringed instrunments, and buckle up; a | ong-w nded

sol i | oquy

IS upon us.

JOVAN
It has occurred to ne rather
forcefully that standing up to
racismis not the way to end
raci sm The whole problemwth

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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JOVAN (cont’ d)
racismis the |ack of enpathy and
human conpassi on. Janes Bal dwi n

once said... nah, forget that,
sorry. | have realized that, in ny
crusade agai nst racism | have been

wi t hhol di ng i n personal

rel ati onshi ps the very val ues
| have demanded for the black
comuni ty: conpassion,
under st andi ng, justi ce.

| NT. ADM NI STRATI VE BUI LDI NG NI GHT

Jovan is visiting with students at the sit in. Dozens of
students sit in a pile of blankets, pre-packaged food, and
pil es of homewor k. Jovan wal ks around and talks wth a few
of them

JOVAN (O S.)
Ameri ca has becone a society that
defines itself in ternms of what we
are against. | was so agai nst
racism in fact, that |
overinflated a situation between ne
and... a friend.

| NT. DORM NI GHT

Jovan sits at his desk, witing on | oose | eaf paper. H's
conmputer is closed.

JOVAN (O S.)
| created, or at |east contributed
to a nmachi ne that publicized a
decont extual i zed versi on of what
shoul d have been a private dispute
bet ween two peopl e.

He wites on an envel ope and folds up the paper.

JOVAN (O S.)
And for that, | am deeply, deeply
sorry.

He puts the paper into the envel ope.

JOVAN (O S.)
Al of this was to give nyself a
platformfromwhich to be heard and
t aken seriously.



25.

I NT. MCKENNA"S DORM- NI GHT

McKenna is packing her belongings. Her black party dress
fromthe video goes into her open suitcase.

JOVAN (O S.)
| have been heard. And now, |I'm
really wishing I hadn’t. My actions
have had consequences, nmany of
which | amvery proud to have been
a part of.

Three gentl e knocks cause McKenna to turn her head. An
envel ope is slid under the door.

JOVAN (O S.)
But hurting even one person al ong
the way i s one too many. The wages
of injustice is not injustice; it
is forgiveness.

McKenna picks up the envel ope and exanmnes it. It reads To
McKenna: -Jo.

JOVAN (O S.)
| wll renove nyself fromthe
public eye, but urge people to
focus on the commonalities and
connections that make us all hunman.

McKenna takes the letter and opens it. She reads it quickly.
She shakes her head, and drops it in the trash bin.

JOVAN (O S.)
| nstead of tranpling, scolding, and
belittling, let us hope to be nore
open to caring, accepting, and,
nost of all, forgiving.

| NT. DORM NI GHT

Jovan i s standi ng above his conputer, which is on the
YouTube hone page. He clicks on the video. Posted three
weeks ago. Views: 14, 864, 085.

He selects DELETE VIDEOQO Are you sure you want to delete
this video? Yes. On the click, we

CUT TO BLACK



