Qut of the Wods

By Spencre EI Hamahny



EXT. FOREST- N GHT

A scrawny 20 sonething girl, MAYA, stunbles through the dark
dense woods with not a soul in site.

Moonl i ght occasionally creeps through the tree tops,
reflecting off the tiny gold chain draped around Maya's
neck.

She keeps her right hand in the pocket of her drug rug,
| eaving only one hand to clear the brush in front of her.

Unable to see nore than a few feet in front of herself, Mya
trips on an unseen root and faceplants into the ground.

Upon inpact, Maya i medi ately feels around in her pocket to
see if it's contents are still there- but they' re not.

Maya begins frantically feeling around the forest floor for
her prized goods.

The noonlight catches her syringe |lying under a bush and
Maya desperately crawls towards the little tw nkle.

She i nmedi ately picks up the syringe and now spots a tiny
bag of white powder.

Maya shoves the syringe back into her pocket and nmakes an
animalistic lunge for the white powder.

Maya snatches the bag of white powder off the ground and
caresses it in the palmof hands- tracing the birdie enbl em
on the bag with the tip of her finger.

Maya rolls up her sleeves as if she’s about to shoot up, but
hesitates as she | ooks at the nasty plethora of needle
scabs.

Bef ore she has the chance to shoot up, Maya hears a crack in
the di stance and whi ps her head around to see where the
sound cane from

Maya spots a warmflickering light off in the distance and
i mredi atel y shoves the powder back in her pockets and bolts
towards the inviting little light.

EXT. FOREST CLEARI NG NI GHT

As Maya runs towards the |ight she enters a circul ar shaped
clearing with a caul dron-topped canpfire at the centre of
it.

Maya begins creeping towards the fire, only to spot an
om nous figure humm ng in the shadows- Maya freezes.



THE VOODOO QUEEN, a skel eton-esq wonman with an overdone head
wap and a tiny gold chain tucked into her dress, dances out
fromthe shadows.

The Voodoo Queen hymms as she npzies over towards the
caul dron, holding a |live snake by its neck.

| gnori ng Maya, the Voodoo Queen wat ches the snake squirm for
its life as she dips it in and out of the boiling caul dron,
taki ng pleasure in every second of the snakes pain.

W thout renoving her eyes fromthe snake-

VOODOO QUEEN
How rude of you to keep ne waiting,
my little sugarplum

MAYA
Wo are you?

VOODOO QUEEN
Only your gift fromthe heavens
above.

MAYA
Do you know how t o-

Maya catches sight of the tortured snake and tries to mask
her fear of this strange woman in the forest.

The snake finally stops squirm ng and the Voodoo Queen
shifts her glance to Maya and drops the dead snake into the
caul dron.

Maya gri naces.

VOODOO QUEEN
Get out of the Wods?

Maya stares at the cauldron still shocked by what the Voodoo
Queen did to the snake.

VOODOO QUEEN ( CONT)
Tell me sweetie, what are you doing
out in these wods so | ate?

MVAYA
| was, um | ooking for sonething.

VOODOO QUEEN
It nmust have been oh-so-special for
you to conme out in the woods al
al one | ooking for it.



MAYA
| mean looking isn't really the
right-

VOODOO QUEEN
Hush, hush child. Alittle birdie
told nme you' d be passing through
t oni ght .

MAYA
| can’t renenber any bird who
real ly spoke, but sonetines it’s
hard to tell the-

VOODOO QUEEN

Silly child.

MAYA
Pl ease don't hurt ne, | didn't nean
to-

VOODOO QUEEN
To what ?

MAYA
|’ msorry!

VOODOO QUEEN
(chuckl i ng)
| wasn’t tal ki ng about an act ual
bird darling.

MAYA
VWhat ? What about the bird? The
bird? Wio' s tal king?

VOODOO QUEEN
This birdi e happened to be a man, a
man who was carrying a very specia
sonet hi ng.

MAYA
You' re confusing ne. | need to go.
| need to go.

Maya turns to | eave.

VOODOO QUEEN
So soon? Don't worry child- | have
a feeling your quite famliar with
ny little Birdie. He delivers tiny
bags of magical white powder to
children just |ike you.
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Maya panics and cl enches onto the tiny birdie-stanped bag of
white powder in her pocket.

MAYA
| don’t |ike birds.

Maya begins to wal k back into the forest.

VOODOO QUEEN

Thi nk you can get out of here
al one? You can’t even finish a
sentence darling.

(beat)
But before |I bid you farewell, tell
nme sugarplum did you conme into ny
woods to find the Birdie?

Maya |ingers on the edge of the woods and cl enches her bag
of powder again, ignoring the Voodoo Queen’s question.

VOODOO QUEEN ( CONT)
It’s a shane | killed that snake
for nothing isn't it child.

MAYA
You're not real.

The Voodoo queen gives a sarcastic chuckle at Maya’'s
di sil |l usi onnment.

VOODOO QUEEN

Oh, ny little sugarplum You know,
| could have hel ped you slither out
of these woods undetected by the
Bi rdie.

(Beat)
You know how he gets when his
clients linger-

Maya now petrified, whips around and gives a stoic-

MAYA
Tell me how to get out of the
woods.

VOODOO QUEEN
-around here for too |ong.
(Mali ci ous chuckl e)
As much as | love this rush of
bravery, it’'s not free child.

This curveball sent Maya back to her normal paranoid
denenour .



MAYA
What do you want ?

VOODOO QUEEN
Sonet hi ng oh-so-very special to

you.
MAYA

Un here, take ny nother’s

neckl ace.

Maya reaches for her gold chain.

VOODOO QUEEN
Aren’t we eager now

The Voodoo Queen wal ks up to Maya and reaches into her
pocket and snatches the little white bag of powder out of
her hand.

VOODOO QUEEN( CONT)
| was thinking an item nore al ong
the lines of this.

MAYA
No, no please |I need that.

VOODOO QUEEN
So | see.

MAYA
Pl ease, |’ m begging you, I'Il give
anything else, an arm a leg, the
neckl ace take the neckl ace, noney
how about noney for a new caul dron
or sonething, anything. Please just
give it back

The Voodoo Queen noves towards the caul dron as Maya begs and
tugs her away fromthe boiling pot.

VOODOO QUEEN

(Chanti ng)
The snake has been sacrificed and
the ash spread all | need is a part

of you and you won’t be dead.

The Voodoo Queen drops the bag of white powder in the
caul dron.

MAYA
No! Why woul d you do that?!



Maya shoves the Voodoo Queen aside and plunges her hand into
the boiling cauldron in a futile attenpt to save her drugs.

MAYA
(to hersel f)
No, no. It's not real, this isn't
happening, | can still get high, I
can get high, | can get high.

As Maya screans out in agony as snoke starts to swell up
around her- now we can only clearly see the Voodoo Queen.

The Voodoo Queen retreats into The snoke to stop Maya.

Just as the Voodoo Queen enters the snoke, Maya stunbl es out
fromthe snoke gasping for clean air.

MAYA
This is all your fault! Wy!

VOODOO QUEEN( V. O
You asked nme how to get out of the
woods, it’s not ny fault you
couldn’t live wwth the price.

MAYA
| could have gotten out of the
woods without all this snake
chanting shit!

VOODOO QUEEN (V. O
| did ny part, now |l eave child
before | do sonmething I'Il regret.

MAYA
No, you took a part of ne now get
me out of here.

The Voodoo Queen adds nore powders to the caul dron and the
snoke grows exponentially darker and faster.

The Voodoo Queen steps out of the snoke unfazed.

VOODOO QUEEN
So be it.

Maya cont enpl at es goi ng back for the drugs, but as the snoke
spread she begins vigorously gasping for air.

Maya decides to bolt out of the clearing as the toxic snoke
foll ows cl osely behind.

Maya i s now running wi th one hand hol ding up her shirt over
her nose, and one hand to clear the brush.



Maya sees a light flickering off in the distance and bolts
towards it, only to come across another clearing in the
woods.

This time, the light is a street lanp and the clearing in
the edge of the forest. Maya made it out of the woods.

EXT. EDCE OF THE FOREST- N GHT

As she cones into the clearing Maya col | apses onto the
ground into the fetal position.

The Voodoo Queen stands on the edge of the forest with the
snoke still swelling behind her; the gold necklace has swung
out fromunderneath her dress, and he head wap is nessed up
because of the chase.

As the Voodoo Queen watches over Maya, she slips off her
head wap and bears an uncanny resenbl ance to Maya.

Maya sits up and stares at the Voodoo Queen’ s neckl ace and
reaches into her shirt and | ooks at hers- they' re the sane.

The Voodoo Queen turns her arnms towards Maya to reveal the
i dentical burns and scars.

Maya rolls up her sleeve as well and | ooks at the Voodoo
Queen acknow edging their identical arns and neckl aces.

Maya no | onger speaks |like a frantic ness.

MAYA
You under st and.

The Voodoo Queen nods and hi des her arns and tucks her
neckl ace away.

Maya reaches into her pocket to see if the powder is stil
there, but only finds the syringe she had recovered earlier.

She takes the syringe out of her pocket and tosses it off
into the darkness.

MAYA
Thank you for-

Maya | ooks back towards the Voodoo Queen only to find that
t he Voodoo Queen had di sappeared as wel | .

Maya stares into the snmoke to try and see her but there's
not a soul in sight.



Maya | ays back on the ground |ike a starfish in the danp
grass. Letting the dew cool the burns of the caul dron she
begins to cry tears of joy.



