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I NT. BRI AN S HOUSE- DAY

We see a group of glorifying patriotic American photos on a
mantl e of World War 1. W also see a draft letter on the
mantl e. W are then introduced to BRIAN (19). He has no
facial hair, dorky glasses and long hair. He is slouching in
a chair listening to the radio.

We are then introduced to ABRAHAM (49), Brian’s father. He
has long gray hair in a poly tail and a trimred gray beard.

ABRAHAM
Sit in your chair straight Brian.
The back of the chair is intended
for your support.

BRI AN
Is that really necessary father? |
wonder if the wooden back actually
gives nme support, or if it puts ny
back in nore pain.

We are then introduced to Brian's brother SEBASTI AN (30). He
has a classic mlitary haircut, is mssing a thunb, and
jacked. He is wearing a wfe beater while sipping on a beer.
He has an intimdating tattoo on his arm

ABRAHAM
Do not talk back to ne. Wien | tel
you to do sonething, you do it.

SEBASTI AN
Just listen to dad stupid. He knows
what he is tal king about.

BRI AN
But father, ny back really hurts
fromsitting upright. (runbling)

ABRAHAM
| f you have trouble listening to
me, how the hell are you going to

put up with your drill Sargent? |
pray to god you change your
attitude.

SEBASTI AN

Yeah Jesus, stop conpl ai ni ng about
sitting in a chair. You wll
experi ence nmuch nore fucking

har dshi ps than this pussy shit
before you know it.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

Brian sits in his chair straight. He puts his head down as a
sign of defeat.

W then tune into the radio and hear a boxing match. The
announcers assert that Joe Lewis is losing to Ezzard
Charl es.

SEBASTI AN
Lewis | ooks Iike an idiot right
now. His right jab just isn't up to
fucki ng speed. And | had 20 bucks
on this fucking match

ABRAHAM
| did as well. Let’s not tell our
not her about this. Ckay boys?

SEBASTI AN AND BRI AN
Yes f at her

SEBASTI AN
Ever since Lewis took that faggy
break from boxi ng and hung out wth
his fam |y he has been playing Iike
horse shit.

W hear the announcers assert that Lewis is knocked out cold
and will |ose the match. Sebastian stands up and and throws
his beer bottle on the ground in frustration. His face is
bri ght red.

SEBASTI AN
|’mgoing to kill that stupid
pussy. I'd put a hole in his

fuckin® face right nowif | had the
chance. After wi nning 20 straight,
he decides to take a vacation with
his fam |y and now he sucks. Can’t
wait till the papers rip hima new
asshol e.

Brian opens his nmouth for a second and nunbl es sonet hi ng we
can’t hear.

SEBASTI AN
What did you just say?

BRI AN
Maybe he just wanted to do what he
| oves. VWhich is being with his
famly.
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SEBASTI AN
Shut the fuck up. You don’t know
jack shit about boxing.

Brian opens his nmouth for a split second and | ooks as if he
is about to say sonmething but instead just stares at the
gr ound.

SEBASTI AN
Yeah that’s right, don’'t say shit
to nme until you actually do
something with your life.

ABRAHAM
Be nice Sebastian. Brian will |earn
in due tine.

SEBASTI AN
Thank god, Brian will finally turn
into a man. Its about god damm
tinme.

Bri an sl ouches back into his chair.

BRI AN
| need to go to work. Sorry about
your guys’ | oss.

Brian quickly gets up and | eaves the room w t hout | ooking
back.

| NT. NURSI NG HOME- DAY

W see a roomfilled with all types of art on the wall. W
then see a man lying in bed, ROBERT, (75). He is bald with
very wrinkled skin, and has very noticeabl e ear and nose
hair. He is also wearing thick gl asses.

Brian walks in the roomwith a tray of food and sits in the
chair next to Robert’s bed.

BRI AN
Here’s your food.

ROBERT
Ch, why thank you. And you brought
me the thick jam just the kind I
like.

Brian is staring into the wall. It is noticeable Brian has
sonet hing el se on his mnd.
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ROBERT
| brought you sonme new paintings.
There fromthe art fair we recently

had.
BRI AN
oh cool, | guess.
ROBERT
Go grab them there on ny desk over
t here.

Brain wal ks over to grab them Wile he wal ks there his head
is down and is show ng al nost no facial expression. He then
puts them next to Robert on his bed.

ROBERT
Here, | ook at this one, | think
you'll really like it.

Brian looks at it quickly then continues to stare into the
wal | .

ROBERT
Brian, what’'s wong?
BRI AN
N-not hing, I'mfine. Wy?
ROBERT
Bri an you have been hel ping ne for
over 2 years now. | know when
somet hing i s bothering you.
BRI AN
Not hing is wong. | swear.
ROBERT
Well | really don't believe you
How s your own painting com ng?
BRI AN
Ckay.
ROBERT

Wuld you mind showing it to ne?

BRI AN ( TALKS SLOW AND DEFEATED)
Yeah, sure.

Brain takes out a painting fromhis backpack. The painting
is of a forest fire. Many trees are falling down.
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ROBERT
Ww, this is unique. What was your
notive behind this one?

BRI AN
Um |’ mnot sure if | really have
one.

ROBERT

It's very dark, and not |ike your
usual fairy-tale paintings. \Wat
happened to the ot her one you were
wor ki ng on?

BRI AN
| haven’t been able to finish that
one yet. It’s been sitting in ny
backpack for a while now.

ROBERT
Why ?

BRI AN
| don’t know. For sone reason
whenever | try to finish this
painting, | just can’t visualize a
good ending to it. | feel like ny
mndis telling me one thing to do,
but ny heart is telling ne another.

Brian slowy grabs a painting fromhis backpack. It is
hal f -way done, with a sunset at the bottom half of the piece
of paper. It is clear that half of it is not finished.

Robert then slowy grabs the paintbrush out of Brian’s hand
and starts to sketch out a sunset above the water.

ROBERT
You need to trust your instincts.
I f you ask me this piece of part
has the potential to be nore
exqui site than your other dark one.

Brian grabs the paintbrush back from Robert’s hand and
starts going over the sketch of the sunset. It finally
starts to | ook good. He starts adding birds, and shades the
ocean as a dark purple.

ROBERT
See what you just did there?

BRI AN
No, what ?
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ROBERT

You added your own di nensions. The
best artists always listen to their
origi nal ideas when conposing art.

I f you don’t, you fall in the trap
of copying others and not painting
your real enotions. And when your
real enotions are not shown in any
type of art, the art becones dull

BRI AN

It felt great doing it too.
ROBERT

Exactly, this is when art becones

fun.

For the first tinme in a while we see a snmile w pe across
Brian's face.

ROBERT
Brian, | know I may seem ol d but
there is sonmething | really want to
go to one nore time at nmy old age.

BRI AN
VWhat is it?

ROBERT
A carnival. Just to bring ne back
to ny yout hful days.

BRI AN
Well | am supposed to be with you
for a couple of hours tonorrow. |
suppose | coul d take you then.

ROBERT
It would nmean a lot to ne.
BRI AN
Ckay then. Tonorrow we will go.

Bri an packs up his things and | eaves his room After Brian
| eaves the room we see Robert shake his head as if he knows
sonmething is wong with Brian



I NT. BRI AN S KI TCHEN

Sebasti an, Abraham and Brian all sit at the kitchen table.
W are then introduced to Brian’s nom BETSY, (55). She has
short gray hair, and is wearing a classic conservative
woman’'s dress fromthis time period.

BETSY
Can you pl ease go get the peas from
t he stove Brian?

BRI AN
Yes nom

Brian slowly wal ks to get the peas.

ABRAHAM
So Brian, | was talking to M.
Phillips, ny old colleague and he
told ne you wll nost |ikely

receive your training at Fort Knox.
Now | can’t guarantee that, but you
shoul d feel lucky. That place is

i ke heaven conpared to nost ot her
training facilities

Bri an nods his head and starts chewi ng his peas noticeably
fast.

SEBASTI AN
Can’t wait to hear the stories you
cone back with. Mre inportantly
t hough, you'll finally get rid of
t hat faggot haircut and get your
vagi na renoved.

BETSY
Brian, Can you go grab ne sone
salt? | really could use sone for

my peas.

Brian goes to grab the salt. He then | ooks over at the table
and see’s everyone |aughing. We notice that their dog had
eaten sonme of Brian's food of off his plate. Brian shuts his
eyes for a second and starts munbling things to hinself that
we can’t understand. He then goes and sits back down at the
tabl e.

ABRAHAM (VHI LE LAUGH NG
Hey Brian we all are really sorry,
but Butterscotch (their Gernman
Shepard) ate your steak.
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Brian starts eating his peas even faster and we can see sone
sweat dripping down the side of his head.

BRI AN
Fat her, can | please ask you
somet hi ng?

ABRAHAM
Yes | guess.

Brian clears his throat and his face becones red.

BRI AN
|s there any chance | could stay
and just continue ny job instead of
going to the arny?

ABRAHAM
Surely you can’'t be serious?
BRI AN
Fat her please just consider it. If
you want 1’11 even work for you.
ABRAHAM

Brian, please don’t enbarrass our
famly and be the only one to not
enlist.

SEBASTI AN
Its probably because he wants to
work on his gay paintings!

ABRAHAM
Settl e down Sebastian. Brian w |
be going. He doesn’'t even have a
choice as it is a draft.

BRI AN
Fat her, please! If you tell them
that | amnot nentally stable they
w Il surely nmake an excepti on.

ABRAHAM
| wll not do such a thing. Lying
to nmy country, what a sin.

BRI AN
Well, | guess there is nothing I
can do then.

Brian slowy gets up with a very sad face and wal ks out of
the kitchen. Everyone is silent.



| NT. BRI AN S HOUSE

Brian slowy wal ks out of the room W see tears dripping
down his face. W then see Brian go grab his keys and starts
driving to pick up Robert for their fun adventure that

awai ts them

EXT. ROBERT' S NURSI NG HOVE
We then see Robert waiting outside the nursing hone. Brian
gets out of the car and hel ps Robert into the car.
BRI AN S CAR
ROBERT
Thanks for the help Brian.
Sonetinmes | don’t know what | woul d

do wi t hout you.

BRI AN
Don’t worry about it.

Brian then starts driving noticeably fast.

ROBERT
VWhat’'s the big rush? Sl ow down
pl ease.

BRI AN

Not hing, |I’msorry.

Brian puts puts his head down and closes his eyes at a stop
si gn.

| NT. CARNI VAL- EVEN NG

They then continue to drive and arrive at the carnival. The
sight in front of themis nmagnificent. There are tons of
roller coasters, a giant Ferris wheel and the norma

anbi ance any carnival woul d have.

ROBERT
How about we go on the Ferris Weel
first?

BRI AN

Sure. The Ferris Weel is actually
my favorite ride.

W see themboth at the top of the Ferris Wheel. It al nost
| ooks Iike a romantic scene.
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ROBERT
You know the first Ferris Wee
ever was at the first world fair.
My father had clainmed he had once
ridden it.

BRI AN
Ch that's swell

Brian is now | ooking down at the top of the Ferris Weel. He
puts his hands down and it | ooks like he is trying to grab

somet hi ng

at the bottom

ROBERT
What is wong? Brian tell ne, you
can’'t keep lying to ne.

BRI AN

Not hi ng serious. |'mjust an idiot
ROBERT

How so?
BRI AN

| don’t know why | can’t just be
like the rest of ny famly.

ROBERT
How are you not |ike the rest of
your famly?

BRI AN
|’ mjust not. They always seemto
| ove one thing and I seemto |ove
t he exact opposite.

ROBERT
| know you hate getting personal so
| won’t even ask what you are
referring too. But |I'’mgona’ tel
you a story about nyself as a kid.
When | was 9, ny nother left ny
father. My father was devast at ed.
He relied on liquor to solve his
problens. | was often on ny own a
ot of the tinme. | thought | was
cool that I didn't really have
parents. | tried to inpress people
all the time and show how t ough
was. | got involved with a | ot of
bad peopl e.
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BRI AN (| NTERRUPTI NG)
Ww, | never knew that about you,
Robert .

ROBERT
A day cane al ong when | knew I
needed to change ny life. Wat |
did saved ny life.

Robert pauses. He takes off his glasses and starts rubbing

hi s eyes.

BRI AN
What did you do?

ROBERT
| sinply started doi ng what nmade ne
happy in life. | stopped caring
what ot her peopl e thought about ne.
And what ever your problens you

encounter, | hope you do the sane
and | prom se good fortune will be
upon you.

BRI AN

I’11 tell you what ny problemis
My famly loves the mlitary and

the whol e idea of supporting one’s
country, and | sinply don't.
ROBERT
You need to tell themthat.
BRI AN
| have tried, but they sinply don’'t
listen.
ROBERT
Brian listen to me. You need to
keep trying.
BRI AN

Well what should | do?

ROBERT
Claimthat you are a pacifist.

BRI AN
Can you actually do that?

ROBERT
Yes, t hey make exceptions for people
like that. You would only be
telling the truth.
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BRI AN
Ww, if only I had thought of that
earlier.

ROBERT
Well it is always ny pleasure to
hel p you.

MONTAGE- THE DI FFERENT CARNI VAL ATTRACTI ONS

-W see Brian and Robert playing Skee-ball. At first Brian
can’t roll it into the best target. After several attenpts
t hough he nakes it.

-We see Brian and Robert playing pin the tail on the donkey.
They are both | aughing the entire tinmne.

-W See Brian and Robert eating corn dogs together. Robert
drops his on the floor by accident, and Brian splits his in
half to share wth Robert.

-W see Brian and Robert wal ki ng back to the parking | ot
with the carnival lights in the background.

EXT. ROBERT' S NURSI NG HOVE- NI GHT

We then see Brian ready to drop off Robert at his nursing
hone.

ROBERT
Thank you Brian, | had a wonderful
day.

BRI AN

As did |I. Thanks for the advice, it
nmeans everything to ne.

ROBERT
O course Brian.
EXT. M LITARY OFFI CE- N GHT

We see Brian walking into the office.



13.

| NT. M LI TARY OFFI CE

W see Brian filling out a formthat says he is claimng
pacifism He hands it to an officer.

ARMY OFFI CER
As a heads up, tonorrow at 0 10000
hours we will be coing to your
house to interview your imedi ate
famly. |Is that understood?

BRI AN
Yes.

EXT. BRI AN' S HOUSE- NI GHT

W see Brian wal k in.

| NT. BRI AN S HOUSE

We see Brian go upstairs, brush his teeth then go to bed.

I NT. BRI AN S HOUSE- DAY

We see Brian wake up and get dressed. He at first puts two
non- mat chi ng socks on before he fixes it. He goes downstairs
to eat breakfast. As he is pouring mlk into a bow of

cereal he spills it.

We hear a | oud knock on the door. Brian | ooks over and is
about to go answer the door but Abraham beats himtoo it.W
are then introduced to SARGENT M CHAELS. He has a nust ache,
isin full uniform and |ooks as if he could kill sonmeone
with his right pinky.

SARGENT M CHAELS
|s this the the stonewal l
resi dence?

ABRAHAM
Yes, and who are you?

SARGENT M CHAELS
|’ m Sargent M chaels. Brian
M chaels filed a pacifist claimon
his recruitnent form Procedure
requires that we then interview
famly menbers to see the validity
in his claim Do you mnd if | ask
you sone questions?
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ABRAHAM
Your telling ne that ny son is
claimng that he is a pacifist?

SARGENT M CHAELS
If your son is Brian Mchaels, then
yes | amsir.

ABRAHAM
"1l tell you right now that I
fought in the war back in 96. And |
fought al ong the side of Roosevelt
in Platoon B7. And no way in god

dam hell, am1l going to let ny son
not serve our country like the rest
of ny famly.

Sargent M chaels puts his armon Abraham He then starts to
speak very softly with a friendly voice. W see Brian
peaki ng through the kitchen door.

SARGENT M CHAELS
Look, just let nme ask you a couple
of procedural questions. So at
| east then when | get back to the
office | can say | interviewed the
kid s father and that will be that.

Abr aham nods his head in approval.

SARGENT M CHAELS
Has your son been involved in any
vi ol ent ganes such as viol ent
sports?

ABRAHAM
Yes.

SARGENT M CHAELS
Does he engage in aggressive
activity?

ABRAHAM
Yes.

SARGENT M CHAELS
Wbul d you consi der your son a
paci fist?

ABRAHAM
No.

Bri an pops out of the door.
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BRI AN
Fat her, pl ease you know | never
really ask for anything. But this
means a lot to ne.

ABRAHAM
As |'’ve said it once I'Il say it
again, you will not be the first
one in our famly to not join the
arny.

BRI AN

Father, if there is anything at all
| can do to change your mnd, |
will do so delightfully.

ABRAHAM
Sebastian, you will go to the arny
and be |ike everyone else. And that
is final. Sargent Mchaels there is
not hi ng el se needed to be said
here. My son will honor his country
i ke he should and was born to do.

BRI AN
| guess you really have your m nd
set on this.

SEBASTI AN
That is right | do.

BRI AN
But | ook father, | have one fina
idea. I know an old mlitary

of ficer who said he woul d support
my claimfor pacifism

SARGENT M CHAELS
Who do you know?

BRI AN
Have you ever heard of general
Robert Fidler?

SARGENT M CHAEL
Yes Brian, |I'mpretty sure the
entire world does.

BRI AN
Vll if I could tell you, that you
could talk to himright now, is
t hat sonmething you m ght be
interested in?
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SARGENT M CHAEL
I f that was possible | would say
yes. Runor has it he can’t even
talk and is in a nursing hone these
days.

BRI AN
Rurmor is wong. Benjamn Fidler is
t he one who will vouch for ne.

Abr aham and Sargent M chaels both burst into | aughter.

SARGENT M CHAELS
You surely can’t be serious boy.

BRI AN
But | am He is waiting in his
nursi ng hone for you right now I
told himyou were com ng.

SARGENT M CHAELS
Bri an pl ease stop |ying.

ABRAHAM
He does work at a nursing hone.

Brian sm | es.

ABRAHAM
You' re telling ne that all this
time you were going to this nursing
home, you were taking care of the
famous Robert Fidler.

BRI AN
Yep.
ABRAHAM
Way didn’t you say anything?
BRI AN
Sone things are better off w thout

sayi ng.
Abraham | ooks as if he is about to throw up.

BRI AN
So what do you guys say?

ABRAHAM

Fine. But if this is sone joke,
just no you will regret it.
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SARGENT M CHAELS
| can’t believe were agreeing to
this.
They wal k outside and the car is running.

ABRAHAM
Wiy is the car running Brian?

BRI AN
Because | knew you woul d say yes.

EXT. ROBERT S NURSI NG HOME- DAY

They arrive at the nursing hone.

| NT. ROBERT" S NURSI NG HOMVE

They walk in. Al of the enployees are very nice to Brian
and greet him

| NT. ELEVATOR

They take the el evator to Robert’s room

| NT. ROBERT' S ROOM

They wal k in and see Robert lying in bed with his eyes shut.

BRI AN
Were here, Robert.
No response. Brian starts shaking him Still no response.
BRI AN

Robert wake up

Brian starts shaking himeven harder and still no response.
Brian starts breathing very heavily.

BRI AN
ROBERT! ROBERT! PLEASE WAKE UP

There is a look on all three of their faces as if they have
just realized that Robert is dead. Brian |lays on Robert’s
chest with tears rolling down his face. Brian notices a note
in Robert’s hand. He reads it. It clearly was neant for
Brian, as Brian | ooks as if he nay throw up. He | ays on
Robert’s chest for another 10 seconds or so. Brian then gets
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up and gets the paint supplies out of his closet and takes
hi s unfini shed ocean painting out. He then proceeds to
finish the painting wth a beautiful sunset.

Fade to bl ack.



