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By
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| NT. GARAGE - MORNI NG

M KE, 18, works out, does sit ups, crunches, etc. Mke is
shirtless with the sides of his head shaved. "In the End" by
Li nkin Park blasts. The television is on.

AMERI CAN FLAG

hangs on the wall

M ke pushes a button to increase the speed of the treadmll.
He pants as he runs.

A FAM LY PI CTURE

of M ke, his nom and dad.

M KE S TATTOO ON H S SHOULDER

with an eagle and Anerican fl ag.

A PHOTO

of M ke kissing his girlfriend, Jackie, on the cheek, with
graduation caps on and a sign that says "GHS 2002" behi nd
t hem

A POSTER

of "GO ARW"

The tel evision screen displays i mages of Cl Tl ZENS st andi ng
next to Ground Zero, holding Anerican flags. The caption

reads "Crowds gather to honor one year anniversary of 9/11."

M ke runs on the treadmlIl, while watching the television
screen.

The tel evision screen displays footage of firefighters
responding to the scene of 9/11.

Cl NDY, 50, opens the door to the garage. She has greying
hair and wrinkles, but was clearly beautiful when she was
younger .

Cl NDY
yelling over the nusic)
M ke. M ke. M CHAEL!

M ke stops the treadm || and turns the nusic off the
boonbox.
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CONTI NUED

Cl NDY

M ke are you ready to go?
M KE

Al nost .
Cl NDY

Xk, well we should probably | eave
soon. You've been watching the
cover age?

M KE
Yeah, they just finished sone
tribute. It makes ne sick.

C ndy and M ke watch the television. Mke is tearing up as
he wat ches. REPORTER with a m crophone conmes on the screen.

REPORTER
The 19 nenbers of al - Quaeda
commandeered four different
airlines and coordi nated a suici de
attack, which ultimtely lead to
t he | oss of over 3, 000-

Cindy imediately turns the tel evision off.
M KE
Fuck you for taking ny Dad away!
FUCK YQU
C ndy wal ks over to hug M ke.

Cl NDY
Cone on, Mke. Let’s go.

EXT. CGRAVEYARD - MORNI NG

CUT TGO

M ke and Cndy silently pray next to his father’s grave.
M ke places a mniature Anerican flag next to the grave.

Cl NDY
What tinme are you going in
t onor r ow?

M KE
| think around noon.
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CONTI NUED: 3.

Cl NDY
Ok, well | can drive you and just
call in sick.

M KE

| have a license, Mom | don’t need
your support to sign the papers.
Now, when | head off to the Mddle
East in a few nonths, then |I’m sure
you can get an excused absence from
t he principal .

Cl NDY
Don't be a smart ass. Are you sure
you wanna go through with this?

M KE
Mom we're not getting into this
agai n.

Cl NDY
| know. But you need to be sure
about it.

M KE

Mom 1’ m going. Please. And there’s
not hi ng that’s gonna change ny m nd

about it.
CUT TGO
EXT. MKE S HOUSE - AFTERNOON
C ndy and Mke pull into the driveway of their small house.
JACKIE, 18, a beautiful brunette girl, sits on his doorstep.
Cl NDY
H Jacki e.
JACKI E

H G ndy.
C ndy hugs Jacki e and wal ks insi de.

M KE
Jacki e, what are you doi ng here?

JACKI E
| need to talk to you
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CONTI NUED

Jackie cri

M KE
How | ong have you been here?

JACKI E
Did you enlist yet?

M KE
No, that's not until tonorrow,
babe, what’'s up?

JACKI E
|, uh, M ke.

M KE
VWhat's the matter?

JACKI E
Are you definitely going to go?

M KE
Jackie. What is the matter? W’ ve
t al ked about this.

es hysterically and hugs M ke.

M KE
Babe, cone on. You know | needa do
this. | still |love you, you know
that. | just won’t be around as

much, but | still-

JACKI E
This isn’t just about us anynore.

M KE
What do you nean? Jacki e?

JACKI E
Renenber that ni ght when we were
lying on the pier and you said you
woul d al ways be there for nme?

M KE
Jacki e, what’s going on?

JACKI E
And you said you woul d al ways-

M KE
Jacki e.
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CONTI NUED: 5.
JACKI E
M ke, 1’ m pregnant.
M ke bl ankly stares at Jacki e.

JACKI E
| " m pregnant, Mke. I'"mhaving a
ki d. Your kid.

M KE
Is this sone kind of sick joke?

JACKI E
M ke, |’ m pregnant.

Jacki e starts crying.
M KE

Just don’t tell anyone and take
care of it.

JACKI E
What is that supposed to nean?
M KE
Get an abortion.
JACKI E
Are you ki ddi ng ne?
M KE
Jackie, I'"'menlisting in the arny

tomorrow. What the fuck else is
there to do?

JACKI E

M ke, I’mnot getting an abortion.
M KE

This is not real life. Fuck this.
JACKI E

M ke, cal mdown. This isn't any
easier for ne.

M KE
Do you understand what tonorrow is?
| amenlisting in the army. You
can’t get out of that.

JACKI E

M ke, you can’'t |eave ne hanging
like this.
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M KE
VWhat does that nean?

JACKI E
If I’mhaving this kid, do you
expect to just disappear and let ne
rai se our child alone for years,
when you coul d potentially be
killed? Mke, you can't go.

M KE
Excuse ne?

JACKI E
Listen to ne. If you |l eave, then we
are done. And you will not be in

this child s life.

Jackie runs away to her car as she cries. Mke punches his
face repeatedly.

CUT TGO

I NT. MKE S ROOM - AFTERNOON

M ke sits in his room staring at the photo of his father.
H's roomis fully decorated with Arny and USA posters.

C ndy knocks on his door and enters the room

Cl NDY
M chael ? Everyt hi ng OK?

M KE
| just need sone al one tine.

Cl NDY
| know when you' re lying to ne.
Tell me what the matter is.

M KE
| don’t know.

Cl NDY
Are you nervous about enlisting?

M KE

No. | nean, | need to do it. Right?
"mdoing it for Dad.
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Cl NDY
You don’t sound as sure about it as
you did this norning.

M KE
No, I'"msure. | mss Dad so nuch.
need to fight for him Mm you
know t hat .

Cl NDY
| can tell something is really
bot hering you. I can’'t help you
unl ess you tell nme.

M KE
(munbl es)
Jacki e’ s pregnant.

Cl NDY
VWhat did you say?

M KE
Jackie i s pregnant.

C ndy hugs M ke.

Cl NDY
Oh, M chael. You ve gone through so
much nore stuff than anyone tw ce

your age.
M KE
And she told nme that she’s | eaving
me forever if | |leave. Mom what do
| do?
Cl NDY

| can’t tell you exactly what to do
since it’s your life.

M KE
| need to go to the arny.

Cl NDY
Do what you need to do, but think
about this past year w thout Dad.
| magi ne that being your whole life.

M KE

You just don’'t want nme to go. |
can’t deal with this shit.
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CONTI NUED: 8.

Cl NDY
| didn’t nean to upset you, |’'m
just trying to help.

M KE
Pl ease | eave. Pl ease.

Cl NDY
This isn't something that is just
going to go away. You need to
figure sonmething out. Tonmorrow is
the day you' re enlisting.

M KE
Oh really? | had no idea. Cet out
of ny room Please just shut up and
get out of ny face.

Cl NDY
Fighting nme, or anyone for that
matter, isn't going to nmake al
your problens go away.

C ndy | eaves the room M ke | ooks at pictures of his father.
He flips through a scrapbook Jackie made himfor their 1
year anniversary.

CUT TGO

| NT. HANK' S BASEMENT - NI GHT

GREG 18, a chubby guy in desperate need of a shave, and
HANK, 18, a tall and |l anky guy with shaggy hair, sit on a
worn out couch with Mke. The roomis messy, with posters of
girls in bikinis hung up on the walls. Hank rai ses his beer
can.

HANK
Cheers to M ke. Hi s |ast night out
before he is officially a big tough

arny guy.
GREG
This is gonna be the best arny
bachel or party ever
DRI NKI NG SEQUENCE- GREG S BASEMENT- MONTAGE
M ke, Greg and Hank chug a beer.
M ke funnels a beer, with Greg holding the funnel.

Greg pours shots.
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CONTI NUED: 9.

M ke chugs anot her beer.

Hank tries to dance, but trips and falls over. Greg dunps a
beer on him

M ke punches Greg in the face. Greg punches hi mback. They
| augh.

Greg is passed out on the couch. Hank and M ke junp on him
He wakes up and they all sit on the couch.

Enpty beers, an enpty bottle of vodka and cups fill the
room

M KE
So she tells nme she won't be with
me agai n. What the fuck

GREG
Dude, you’'re screwed.

M KE
Thanks, asshol e.

HANK
Does she not understand everything
wi th your dad, though?

M KE
She was so supportive of me going
to fight for himand then lays this
shit on nme. She’'s never been this
sel fish before.

GREG
|’mtrying to think of some words
of encouragenent, but | seriously
have nothing to say.

Hank throws a pillow at G eg.

HANK
M ke, you gotta get your mnd off
of this.

M KE

It makes ne sick to think about.

W hear a car horn honk.

GREG
That’ s definitely ny nomhere to
pi ck us up. Do you guys still wanna

go paintbal ling tonorrow norning?
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10.

HANK
| " m al ways down. M ke, don’t you
have to enlist early?

M KE
Yeah, we’'ll go before | do.

GREG
Hank, you' re driving us tonorrow. |
call shotgun, bitches.

CUT TGO

EXT. PAI NTBALL FI ELD - MORNI NG

Hank, M ke, and Greg put on paintball masks and | oad their

pai nt bal

guns with paintballs. We see trees covered with

pai nt, barrels and rocks, appearing simlar to a
battl efiel d.

GREG
So anped for this.

HANK
Not hi ng better than sone good ol e
fashi on hungover pai ntballing.

GREG
Shut up, you Iightweight.

M KE
|’ mgonna ruin the enemes’ |ives,
| adi es.

GREG
| feel like it should be illega

t hat sonmeone enlisting in the arny
plays paintball. You' re like the
steroids of paintball.

HANK
What are you tal ki ng about ?

MANAGER, 30, wal ks over to them

MANAGER
The next round starts in a few
m nutes, so get all of your stuff
t oget her and head over to the base.
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CONTI NUED: 11.

M KE
The enem es better watch out.

Hank, M ke and G eg foll ow Manager to the base. The base is
pai nt ed bl ue. Manager hands them all blue bandanas to put
around their necks.

MANAGER

(on a negaphone)
X, so you all know how the gane
wor ks. You get shot, you | eave the
area and go to the dead zone. No
shooti ng anyone on your team Bl ue
shoots red, red shoots blue. Please
keep your hel nets on the whole
ganme. You all ready to paintball?

Pl ayers on both the blue and red team cheer.

MANAGER
Xk, let the ganes begin.

M ke hides behind a tree. It is silent as PLAYERS on both
teans go to their respective | ocations. Geg and Hank hide
behi nd various barriers close to M ke.

M KE
Be careful of those barrels with
the holes init. They don’'t need to
move from behind the barrier to
shoot you.

The large field is silent, as the |l eaves fall off the trees.
Pl ayers on both teans remain frozen behind their various
barriers.

M KE
Someone is gonna need to nake the
first nove. W’ll wait for themto
cone to us.

GREG

You're way too ready for this.

M KE
Ch, you don't even know.

After a long silence, a paintball hits the tree right behind
M ke. Many nore shots foll ow

As RED PLAYER 1 gets closer to M ke, MKke runs to another

tree. He shoots the red player, who puts his hands in the
air and wal ks to the Dead Zone.
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CONTI NUED: 12.

GREG
Good shot.

RED PLAYER 2 strikes Geg with a paintball
GREG SCREAMS.
CUT TO

I NT. MKE S HOUSE - DAY ( FLASHBACK)
Cndy is on the phone scream ng. M ke wal ks over to her and
hugs her. His eyes begin welling up with tears.
BACK TO PRESENT
M ke aggressively shoots Red Player 2 over 10 ti mes.
MANACGER
Only shoot a player once! This is
not a real war, goddanmt.
AN AMERI CAN FLAG

flies on a flagpole next to the field. Mke stares at it.

CUT TO

EXT. GRAVEYARD - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

A group of MOURNERS stare at a coffin, with an Amrerican fl ag
onit, as it noves to the ground. Mke's eyes stare intently
at the coffin, as others around himcry at his father’s
buri al .

BACK TO PRESENT

M ke s eyes are welling up with tears as he reloads his

pai ntball gun. He pants and sweats. He | ooks around for nore
red players to shoot.

Suddenly, a paintball alnost hits him He scopes out nore
pl ayers to shoot. Mke crawls to the tree next to him

A PLANE
flies high over the field.
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CONTI NUED: 13.

JACKIE (V.0)
If you | eave, then we are done. And
you will not be in this child s
life.

M ke shoots at RED PLAYER 3 and m sses.

At the tree next to Mke, MAN, 50, stands in front of his
SON, 12.

SON
Dad, | haven’t shot anyone all day.

MAN
"1l block you and then you shoot
the guy behind the rock over there.

M ke | ooks at the nman and his son.

CI NDY (V. O
Do what you need to do, but think
about this past year w thout Dad.
| magi ne that being your whole |ife.

M ke stands up and starts to run at Red Player 3, who is
posi ti oned behind the tree.

M ke sees the man run in front of his son. The man junps out
of the way quickly, allowing the son to shoot. The nman gives
his son a high five.

JACKIE (V.Q)
If 1’mhaving this kid, do you
expect to just disappear and let ne
rai se our child alone for years,
when you coul d potentially be
killed? Mke, you can’'t go.

M ke shoots Red Pl ayer 3, but m sses as he dives behind the
tree.

M ke sees the nman get shot by a paintball. The son scurries
to a nearby barrier and ducks.

CUT TO

I NT. JACKI E' S DOORSTEP - DAY

ARMY REPRESENTATI VE knocks on the door. Jackie opens it,
with a baby in her hand. She cries hysterically.



14.

BACK TO PRESENT

Red Pl ayer 3 energes fromthe tree. Mke runs to him Just
as Mke is about to pull the trigger, he gets shot.

MANAGER
You're dead. Get to the dead zone.

M ke stops and | ooks at the red paint all over his jacket.

MANAGER
| repeat, get to the dead zone.

CUT TO

INT. MKE S HOUSE - LATER THAT MORNI NG

M ke sits in silence on his couch. His jacket is stil
covered in paint.

Cndy walks in with a cup of water.

Cl NDY
M ke, you shoul d probably go
shower. | don’t want ny sofa to be

a casualty of paintball

M ke continues to stare in front of him

M KE
Can you | eave the keys on the
counter?

Cl NDY

So you nmade your deci sion?

I NT. CAR - MORNI NG

M ke drives his car in silence. He wears a suit and tie. Hi's
eyes are focused on the road. H's enlistnent forns are on
the seat next to him

He continues driving and sees TWO PARENTS wal king with a
stroller.

At a red light, he | ooks at the picture of his father he
keeps behind the rear viewmrror. The light turns green and
he dri ves.

He takes a right, and parks his car. He exits the car.



15.

EXT. PARKI NG LOT - MORNI NG

M ke cl oses the door to the car. He wal ks through the
parking lot, with enlistnment forns in his hands. He finally
reaches a door, takes a deep breath and knocks.

W see M ke, as we hear the door open. He sniles.

JACKI E

is at the doorway.

She snmiles and begins to tear up. He hugs her and lets the
forms go as he continues to enbrace her. He rubs her stomach
and wal ks i nsi de.

The enlistnent forns bl ow away.



