A Chri stnmas Car ol
By

St ephani e Li ggeri

based on the novel by Charles D ckens



EXT. STREET - N GHT

A FAMLY in a mnivan rolls by with a Christnmas tree tied to
the top of the car blasting A Holly Jolly Christnas.
CHI LDREN are faintly singing al ong.

It is snowing lightly and the nei ghborhood is blanketed with
a layer of powdery white snow which glistens under the
nmoonl i ght .

Every house on the street has beautiful Christmas |ights,
[ight up reindeer, Christnmas decor, nothing tacky just ful
of Christmas spirit.

It is a picture perfect Christnas Eve.

W see one house that stands out, very dark, no Christnas
decor.

CUT TO

I NT. KITCHEN - NI GHT
A Holly Jolly Christmas continues to play but gets softer.

BILLY is disheveled, and griny yet handsonme, about 30 years
ol d.

He is holding an OLD FAM LY PHOTO. It is a picture of himas
a young boy with an even younger boy next to him both
wearing matching red feety paj amas al ongsi de two happy
parents.

Billy flips over the photo and the back says Billy 8, Jinmmy
6. He throws the photo aside and begins to snort a line
cocai ne of the kitchen table.

The kitchen is a nmess, there are stacks of dirty dishes in
t he sink and an overfl ow ng garbage can.

Billy finds a box of cereal on the counter pours it into a
bow , opens a nearly enpty fridge, sniffs the contents of a
m |k carton and pours the remains of it into his cereal
bow .

Billy trudges into the |living room



I NT. LI'VING ROOM - NI GHT

The apartnment is small and rundown. There is hardly any
decor besides a few baggies of pills scattered throughout
the room It is clear this guy is depressed and probably
unenpl oyed.

Billy slunps down onto a | unpy black couch. He is shakes his
| eg and keeps | ooki ng out the w ndow.

He turns on an old TV and flips through Christnmas special s.
Charlie Brown’s Christmas, next, The Santa C aus, next, A
Christnmas Story, he lets out a big sigh. He flips the
channel one nore tine and..

The doorbell rings.

W see that A Christmas Carol is playing on the TV, Billy
does not noti ce.

Billy runs to the door.

BI LLY
Tom where the fuck have you been?

To his surprise it is not Tombut a group of young Chri stnas
Carol ers.

CAROLERS
( Si ngi ng)
Silent Night! Holy Night! Al is
calmall is bright...round yon

virgin nother and child..
Billy’s face fills with pain and he slans the door.
He | unps back down onto the couch and the doorbell rings
again. He noves the curtain behind himfind a short, |ess
attractive man, TOM who seens equal ly griny.

Billy opens the door.

BILLY
Finally....
TOM
Well | didn't expect you to call ne

on Christmas Eve but here.

BI LLY
Just anot her day.

Billy grabs a snmall bag of white tablets out from Tonmi s hand
and hands himthe cash.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

Tom starts to wal k away but then turns around seem ng
concer ned.

TOM
Look take it easy with those,
they' re pretty strong.
Billy nods.

BI LLY
Usual tine Monday?

TOM
See you then.

Billy shuts the door.

He passes a mirror and | ooks at his reflection
sel f-1oathingly.

He | ooks down at the tabs and shoves the entire contents of
the bag into his nouth.

He sits back down on to the couch. The sound of the TV gets
gradual |y softer and he begins to hall ucinate.

Everyt hi ng becones blurry. The TV screen is swirling. Al of
surroundi ng sounds are nuffl ed and fused together so they
are indistinguishable fromeach other. The furniture and

ot her objects in the roomare noving forward and backwar ds.

CUT TGO

| NT. HALLWAY - NI GHT

Billy is in a pitch black hallway with three doors.

He opens the first one and enters another enpty pitch bl ack
room

| NT. DARK ROOM - NI GHT

Suddenly his 8-YEAR-OLD SELF in the red feety pajamas from
the photo runs past him

BI LLY
Hel | 0?

Hi s voi ce echoes.

The boy does not react and then fades into the darkness.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

BI LLY
Hel l 0?.... |s anyone here?...Were
am|?

Hi s voi ce continuously echoes.

An unidentifiable figure in a white robe creeps out from
inside the wall. His face is hidden by the darkness.

Billy is frightened.

BI LLY
Who. . who are you?

FIl anes burst out of the walls on either side of him

The figure’s face is revealed he is scary ugly, with a
denented ol d man face.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
" mthe ghost of Christmas past.
|’ m here to show you what you’ ve
done.

Then the man distorts into a TEENAGE BOY who is very strung
out and | ooks |i ke death.

BI LLY
JIMW?! |s that you? you' re al-

JI MY
No |'"mnot alive and | don't want
you to end up like ne

FLASHBACK TGO

| NT. UPSTAI RS HALLWAY - NI GHT
Billy knocks on the bat hroom door.

BI LLY
Jimy! Let ne inl!

He continues to knock.
BI LLY
Jimmy you’ ve been in there for an
hour .

Billy busts open the door and finds Ji my unconsci ous on the
bat hr oom f | oor.



| NT. BATHROOM - N GHT

BI LLY
JI MW JI Mw! Wake Up!

Billy smacks Jimry in the face a few tines. Jimry nakes no
novenent. Billy frantically puts his ear to Jimy’s chest
then puts his fingers on Jimy’'s neck and then wist. No
pul se. Billy starts sobbing.

BI LLY
Wake up! Wake Up! Please! This is
all ny fault!.... It should have
been ne.

CUT TGO

EXT. SUBURBAN STREET - N GHT

W see Billy watching his brother being zipped into a body
bag and lifted into a van.

Billy pulls a baggie of pills out of his pocket and swal |l ows
t hem

CUT TGO

EXT. DARK ROOM - CONTI NUOUS
Billy's brother distorts back into the old man.

Billy backs toward the door and we hear the sound of it
| ocki ng

BI LLY
What do you want from ne?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
Oh | don’t want anything, but they
do.

BI LLY
VWho?

The flanmes are extingui shed and the figure di sappears.

The walls of this roomfall down and are replaced with the
wal s of a FAM LY ROOM



I NT. FAM LY ROOM - N GHT
Suddenly Billy is in his O.D HOUSE.
An image of Billy passed out on the couch appears.

The walls are covered with girly curtains and decor.
Children’s toys are scattered around the fl oor.

A beautiful dark haired woman hurries toward him
She shakes himand he is unresponsive.

DELI A
Billy! Billy! Wake Up! Billy! Don’t
do this to ne again! Please wake
up!

Delia starts crying hysterically. She keeps yelling his nane
frantically.

Billy' s DAUGHTER appears | ooking frightened and hol ding a
wor n-out stuffed dog. She is an adorable red-faced 6-year
old with curly bl onde hair.

Billy opens his eyes and | ooks confused. Delia is sitting
next to himw th her head in her hands sobbi ng.

Billy sits up and puts his hand on her shoul der. She smacks
it away.

Delia stands up. Still hysterical and now angry.
DELI A
Get out! Get out! | can't do this
anynore! | keep telling nyself you

are gonna stop and were gonna be a
fam ly again...

Bl LLY
Cnon Delia. Don't do this.

She cal ns8 down. And goes from shouting to a whisper.

DELI A
You don’t even try.

She hands hi m her weddi ng ring and wal ks out of the room
Billy heads toward the door.

ABBY is sitting on the staircase near the door, clutching
her stuffed animal and hiding fromher parents’ vyelling.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

Billy holds the doorknob.
Abby screans.

ABBY
Daddy! Daddy! Don't | eave!

Billy kneel s down beside her.

BI LLY
| have to sweetie, only for a
little while.

Tears run down her face and she hands hi m her stuffed dog.
Billy rubs her head. He is in such a drugged stupor that he
does not show any real enotion towards his daughter. He

cl oses the front door behind him

The fam |y room di sappears and changes back into the dark
room from before. ...

I NT. DARK ROOM - CONTI NUQUS
Billy is slightly teary eyed as he wat ches.

Bl LLY
| don't want to see this. Let ne
go!

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
You may have | ost your brother but
he’s not the only famly you
have. Do you want to put them
t hrough the sane pain you went
t hrough? You were given so nany
chances to turn your |ife around
and all you’ve done is cause them
pain. You owe it to themto change.

Bl LLY
| don’t have to listen to this! Let
me go!

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
Fine. If that’s what you want.

The ground col | apses underneath Billy. He falls into a seat
in an EMPTY AUDI TORI UM



| NT. EMPTY AUDI TORI UM - NI GHT

A G ANT GHOST MAN with brown curly hair in a green robe
appears in front of Billy. He is nore hunman and | ess
ghost-1i ke than the man before.

The man begins to nmultiply and hundreds of himstart to

appear in front of Billy, filling up the auditorium
BI LLY
(angrily)
What’ s goi ng on? Who are you
peopl e?

All the ghosts reply in unison.

GHOSTS OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
| ' mthe Ghost of Christnmas Present.

BILLY
Let nme guess. You guys are here to
tell me to get nmy fam |y back. Wel
save it. They don’t want me in
their lives. So why are you doing
this?

Al'l the ghosts disappear besides the one right in front of
Billy.
GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
You see that’s where you are wong.

They certainly wanted you this
ni ght.

The audi torium goes black. Then the lights begin to turn on
slowy. Suddenly the auditoriumis full. Billy |looks to
ei ther side of himconfused.

CUT TGO

| NT. BACKSTAGE AUDI TORI UM - NI GHT
Suddenly Billy is backstage and no one can see him

Delia is pinning Abby’s hair back into a bun

ABBY
Quch that hurts Moni
DELI A
Sorry sweetie |I’m al nost done. Turn

ar ound.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

Delia spins around in a circle.

DELI A
Per f ect !

Delia sprays Abby’'s hair with sone hairspray. Then she
ki sses her on the cheek.

DELI A
You | ook beautiful and you are
going to do great tonight!

ABBY
| hope so! |s Daddy com ng?!

DELI A
| wouldn’t count on it hunny. He
hasn’t answered ny nessages and you

know how he is. But | will be
cheering you on enough for the both
of us!

ABBY

| wish he would cone back hone.

CHO R DI RECTOR
Alright it is show tinel!

The director whi sks Abby away.
DELI A
(whi spering to herself)
Me too.

CUT TGO

| NT. AUDI TORI UM - CONTI NUOUS

Delia is in the crowd clapping and smling as Abby takes the
st age.

Abby scans the audience, doesn’'t see her Dad and | ooks
di sappoi nt ed.

She begins to sing.

ABBY
The sun’l| come out Tonorrow. Bet
your bottom dollar That tonorrow
There' || be sun! Just thinkin’

about Tonorrow Cl ears away the
cobwebs, And the sorrow 'Til
t here’ s none!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

Just then Billy bursts through the door in a drugged stupor
and causes a scene.

BI LLY
(shouti ng)
s this the talent show?... Abby!

Abby gets flustered by her father’s presence and forgets the
next line of the song. She gives a nervous bow and runs
backst age.

The crowd cl aps anyway.

FATHER | N THE CROAD

(to Billy)
CGet out of here idiot. W are
trying to watch our children.

Bi |

illy races towards the Father like he is about to punch him
inth

I
the face.
BI LLY
What the fuck did you just call me?

Two nmen fromthe audience grab Billy' s armand push him
towards the door.

The whol e audi ence has their eyes on Billy.

Billy fights off the grip of the nen to free his arns and
storns out of the auditorium

CUT TGO

EXT. PARKING LOT - N GHT

Delia is talking on the phone, getting in her car and
driving away.

DELI A

| was hoping kicking himout would
force himto get his life together.
"1l admt | mss him...but |ook
at what happened | ast week. He’l
never change and Abby is really
upset. Its Christnmas Eve and God
knows where he is..... Maybe | | ust
need to Il et himgo for good. Abby
doesn’t need a father |ike that.

CUT TGO



11.

| NT. AUDI TORI UM - CONTI NUQUS

The auditoriumis enpty again and Billy is sitting there
| ooking angry and self-pitying. The Ghost of Christnas
Present appears in front of him

BI LLY
Alright I get it. I’man asshol e.
Now wi || you | eave ne al one.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT

No you don’t get it because if you
did you woul d not be sitting here
feeling sorry about your terrible
life and popping pills! You d be
out getting your famly back! O
for starters getting a job and

t aki ng a shower, becom ng soneone
who deserves to have themin his
life! God dammt at |east the
shower part. You snell disgusting!

Billy opens his nmouth to say sonet hing.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
No I don’t want to hear any nore
fromyou. Get out of ny face.

Billy s chair falls through the auditoriumfloor then
di sappears. He lands face first in the dirt. He | ooks up and
he is in a creepy desol ate and dark woods.

EXT. GRAVEYARD - N GHT

Billy rubs his eyes and gets up fromthe ground. He wal ks
t hrough the woods and graves start appearing all around him

He stops in front of a grave that says Jimy Davis
1984-2001. He kneels down in front of it and reaches out his
hand. He | ooks up and junps at the sight of the GHOST OF
CHRI STMAS FUTURE.

This ghost has a deforned face that |ooks like it m ght have
been burned and he has deep batman- |ike voice. He is nmuch
nore frightening than the other two ghosts.

Billy is startled. He steps back.

BI LLY
(scared and shaki ng)
|l

Anl in..in..AmI| in Hell?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS FUTURE
No but you will be soneday.
Fortunately for you |I’mnot the
devil, I'’mthe Ghost of Christmas
Fut ur e.

BI LLY
Wiy are we in a graveyard?

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS FUTURE
Because this is what your future
behol ds.

The nane on the gravestone fades and is replaced with the
name Billy Davis 1982-2019.

Now it is daytinme. The grave is dug up and the casket is on
top ready to be |lowered. There is a REVEREND bl essing the
body.

Abby is in the car outside the grave site with her arns
crossed. She is hardly the sane girl we saw |l ast tine. She
is about 15 years-old, and her eyes reflect enptiness far
beyond her years.

Delia | ooks ol der, and exhausted, like the |life has been
sucked out of her. She is standing outside Abby’s w ndow
per suadi ng her to conme out.

DELI A
Come on Abby you got to cone out.
(Beat)
| know its hard but you Il regret

it if you don’t say goodbye.

ABBY
Daddy never said goodbye... and
maybe you’re just here because you
feel guilty..lF YOU HADN T KI CKED
H M OQUT HE' D STILL BE ALI VE. You
coul d have hel ped him

Delia turns away so Abby does not see her tears.

DELI A
Come out when you’re ready.

She wal ks into the graveyard and approaches Billy’ s grave.

DELI A
Can | have a mnute alone with hinf

The Reverend gives her a funny | ook.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 13.

REVEREND
O Course.

The Reverend exits the scene.

Del i a opens the casket and kneels down besides Billy. She
hol ds his hand and sinks her head into the coffin sobbing.

DELI A

(whi spering and barely getting

t he words out)
It wasn’t your fault... with Jimmy.
: I know you coul d never live
with yourself after that.. It
wasn’t your fault.
(Beat)
But | know this is mne.. because
you needed ne... I'’mso sorry |
just couldn’t see you like that
anynore..| could do that to Abby...
but | never stopped |oving you. And
now | ook what |’'ve done.

Delia conti nues sobbi ng.

Abby watches fromafar, with sad eyes. She reaches into her
pocket and pulls out a baggie of pills. She enpties them
into her hands and swal |l ows t hem

Now we see Billy and the Ghost of Christms Past watching
t hem

Billy | ooks conpletely destroyed. Tears are pouring out of
his eyes and he | ooks like he mght die instantly. He says
not hi ng.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS FUTURE
Have we seen enough?

Billy struggles to I et out a nod.

The Chost fades away and after a second so does everything
el se.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Billy wakes up on his couch.

He sees the Christmas Carol playing on TV and | ooks
frighteningly confused.

He shuts off the TV and grabs all the bags of pills around
the living room



14.

I NT. KITCHEN - CONTI NUOUS

He enters the kitchen and grabs his cocaine stash from off
the table.

Then he opens up the cabinet and renoves a pill bottle.

| NT. BATHROOM - NI GHT

Billy throws all his drugs down the toilet and fl ushes.

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT

He enters his bedroom and we see the stuffed dog Abby gave
himin the flashback sitting on his bed. He grabs it and
exits the room

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Billy rushes through the living roomand exits through the
front door. He is on a m ssion.

EXT. STREET - N GHT

Billy gets hops his old clunker and starts driving. There is
a glimrer of hope in his eyes for the first tine.

He approaches a small house with the perfect anount of
Chri st mas decor outsi de.

Billy gets out of the car and wal ks up the steps to the
front door, holding the stuffed dog.

Billy catches a glinpse of the inside of the house through
t he wi ndow, he goes back down the steps to get a closer
| ook.

I nside the house, there is a giant Christnas tree with |ots
of presents under it. Delia and Abby are danci ng and singi ng
al ong to Rocking Around the Christmas Tree. They | ook

gl oriously happy.

Billy watches themfor awhile smling but then starts to
| ook sad.

He drops the dog and sl owy backs away from the house.

He gets in his car and drives away.



15.

I NT. CAR - NI GHT
Billy | ooks di sappoi nt ed.

A few seconds later Billy sees the the Ghost of Christmas
Past in his rear viewmrror. He is sitting in the backseat.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PRESENT
What are you doing? | thought you
were getting your famly back?

BI LLY
They just | ook so happy. | don’t
want to ruin it. I'Il only hurt
themits what | always do. | don’t

deserve them

The Ghost of Christmas Present appears in the passengers
seat .

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS PAST
You’ re hurting them now, by
| eavi ng. You nay not deserve them
but Delia deserves a husband and
Abby a father, despite what you’ ve
done they | ove you and t hey want
you to get the help you need. can
you do that?

Billy hesitates.

BILLY
Yes. Yes. | can. |I’mgonna get them
back.

Billy hears the voice of the Ghost of Christmas Future.

GHOST OF CHRI STMAS FUTURE
It’s too late. That was your | ast
chance.

Billy | ooks up and sees the Ghost in the mddle of the road.
He swerves. Tires screech. He crashes directly into a tree.
The accident | ooks terrible and we do not see Billy get out
of the car.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - MORNI NG
Billy is laying in a hospital bed. The heart nonitor is

nmoving in a straight [ine and maki ng a | oud beepi ng sound
showi ng that his heart isn’t beating.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 16.

A second later the nonitor starts to junp again and beeping
normally. His heart is beating again.

Billy opens his eyes slowy. The first thing he sees is
Abby’ s stuffed dog lying on top of him

ABBY
DADDY! DADDY!

Abby runs towards the bed. W see Delia tearing up in the
backgr ound.

ABBY
You' re okay! | found cuddles so I
told himto nmake sure you got
better!

BILLY

Well cuddles did a great job. Merry
Christmas sweeti e.

ABBY
Merry Christnmas Daddy! She gives
hima kiss on the cheek.

DELI A
Abby, why don’t you go ask that
nurse we saw i f you can get one of
t hose candy canes on the front
desk.

ABBY
Ok Momi

Abby runs out of the room cheerfully.

Bl LLY
Delia. .

DELI A
You know what. You can save the
expl anation the doctors already
told ne what was in your
system..You re lucky you didn’t
kill soneone!

She picks up Billy' s coat and checks the pockets expecting
to find drugs. She is surprised when she finds nothing
besi des a piece of paper with a handwitten Hopelinks
Rehabilitation Center and a phone nunber.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 17.

DELI A

Are you serious about this?
BI LLY

Yes Delia, | really am

Delia shoots hima surprised smle |ike she’s seeing himfor
the first time again.

DELI A
Vell | think that is really
great..... You know | thought |

heard somet hi ng outside | ast night
so | went outside and | saw
cuddles... Why didn’t you cone

i nsi de?

BILLY
Lets just say | didn't want to ruin
t he nonent.

Delia | ooks at himlike he’s an abandoned puppy.
Enter DOCTOR STEVENS.

DOCTOR STEVENS
Al right so you have an acute
fracture in both |legs. You re going
to be in a wheelchair until your
| egs get strong enough. '] put
you in touch with a great physica
t herapi st and you' re going to need
a lot of help fromyour famly
getting up and down. Other than
t hat everything | ooks good. Tal k
about a Christmas mracle,
considering the severity of the
acci dent .

Abby conmes back in with 3 candy canes in her nouth.

ABBY
What’' s goi ng on?

DELI A
Daddy i s com ng hone.

CUT TGO



18.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - MORNI NG

Delia is wheeling Billy out of the hospital al ongside Abby
who is happily still eating the candy canes.

CUT TGO

EXT. STREET - N GHT

From the outside the window of Delia s house we see Deli a,
Billy, and Abby sitting around the Christnmas tree | aughing,
smling and | ooking like a perfectly happy famly.

All three of the Ghosts are standing in the street watching
t hem

FADE QOUT.



